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The objective conditions at world level are favorable for the strengthening of communist parties. The general crisis of the capitalist system is worsening and tensions are sharpening. Far and wide, in various countries and continents, we are witnessing the rising up of the popular masses against the dire consequences of the crisis. In this context,  communist parties need to strengthen themselves on all fronts: ideological, political and organizational.

In the face of the deepening of the crisis of the system…

1.The workers and  popular masses throughout the world face a generalized crisis of the capitalist and imperialist system.[1] At its roots is the main contradiction between capital and labor, a class antagonism that has clearly intensified with the crisis. The workers are victimized, as they are hit head-on by the rise in unemployment, by  salary and pension cuts, the abolition of their rights, the fall of their purchasing power and an increase in poverty. Meanwhile, big capital sees its profits grow thanks to massive State intervention. The wave of concentration has further increased the power of monopolies and big financial businesses. They are making super-profits, distributing them generously in the form of dividends and bonuses. In the meantime, the governments of the capitalist world are shifting the burden of the crisis on to the workers and peoples of the world.

2.In the face of this polarization and growing poverty, the past year has witnessed a new and encouraging take-off of workers' and people's mobilizations.

- Several countries in the Middle East and North Africa have seen a wave of uprisings, and the people of Tunisia and Egypt have succeeded in overthrowing their governments and getting rid of long-established presidents subordinated to imperialism. The military intervention of NATO allies and other countries in Libya, that of Saudi troops in Bahrain, and the recourse to interference and subversion in Syria are sure signs that, because of the crisis, the competition between the imperialist powers is intensifying, as is the struggle for the control of natural resources and energy transport routes. 

- In European countries, the working class is responding to programs of social cutbacks with anger and resistance. Vigorous and significant struggles are ongoing in Greece, Portugal, France and elsewhere. Particularly encouraging is the massive participation of the youth. 

- An unprecedented mobilization broke out in Wisconsin (USA), where workers and students challenged local legislation attacking trade union rights in the public sector.

- In general, the contradiction between imperialism and national liberation movements is deepening, as shown by people's movements in Latin America and in the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean. In the developing countries, resistance movements against imperialist powers and local reactionary powers are conducted in different ways. In most cases, resistance is expressed in terms of mass movements against the high cost of living, for better salaries and jobs, for a democratic system of education (India, Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Colombia, etc…). In other cases, as in the Philippines or Colombia, revolutionary forces are waging an armed struggle for national and democratic liberation. 

3. Today’s economic crisis is the worst since the 1930s, and it is far from over. The feeble recovery pinpointed by the international imperialist institutions and the media is extremely fragile. A new wave of crisis is forthcoming, as the contradictions at the root of the current crisis are far from being solved. First of all there is the contradiction between production capacity and effective demand, which has led to today’s crisis of overproduction. Massive state intervention has reached its limits. In the heavily indebted countries, programs of social cutbacks will remain the order of the day for years to come. In many of them, such cuts have already shown their tragic consequences for the working class and the poor popular strata. In each of these countries, the bourgeoisie and the parties that support it continue to cut back the masses' purchasing power significantly, with the support of imperialist organizations such as the EU, the IMF and the ECB. In Greece, Ireland and Portugal, the situation is deteriorating. In the United States, a program of severe cutbacks extending over a number of years has been announced. 

On top of this comes the sharp increase in the prices of oil, raw materials and basic food products, bloated by the monopolies' craving for profit and usurious policies but also by speculation by the super-rich. While the poorest countries are hit by human catastrophes, ordinary people the world over suffer from price increases. Sparked by absolute destitution and the spread of poverty, new mass mobilizations, strikes and uprisings are more than likely to break out.

4. The so-called "solutions" to the crisis promoted by the various political bourgeois forces are bringing about new contradictions and cannot prevent new crises. Massive state intervention has boosted capitalists and monopolies but has also brought about new hardships for workers and the popular strata. The social democratic positions that promote “Keynesian” solutions to the crisis lead to drastic cuts in social benefits. Obama’s coming to power kindled illusions that have since faded because his policy in support of the monopolies in the US is only making the rich richer. 

However, social democratic and reformist parties continue to pursue and promote a solution within the system. They praise the qualities of a dynamic industrial capitalism and promise the creation of a “healthy capitalism” devoid of “excesses”, “malfunctions” or “imbalances”. They are deluding both the masses and themselves. The concentration of power and wealth in the hands of monopolies and the financial oligarchy is the very essence of the capitalist system. Exploitation of the labor force, crisis, anarchy and imbalances in production are concomitant with the quest for capitalist profit. We cannot get rid of these nor can the working class seize power without the socialization of the monopolies.

5. All over the imperialist countries, the rise of nationalist, populist and xenophobic parties is supported by the bourgeois class as an anticommunist obstacle. These parties prevent the people from liberating themselves from bourgeois politics. Now that both social democracy and the liberal pole of bourgeois power have been discredited, they hinder joint action with the communists. Using social demagogy, they sow dissent among the exploited and oppressed masses, turn the masses away from their real enemies and eliminate class consciousness. They serve the establishment by creating a barrier against the only genuine exit from the capitalist system, socialism.

6. The capitalist system reacts to the accumulation of contradictions by imposing restrictions on democratic rights. The right to strike and other trade union rights are restricted, while bourgeois courts defend the right to free enterprise and the free movement of capital as if they were sacrosanct. Thus, bourgeois democracy unveils its real class nature. 

The campaigns against communism and the denial of the historical achievements of the formerly socialist countries serve the same purpose, namely to intimidate the workers and the popular forces struggling against the capitalist system that cannot solve its problems, and taking the revolutionary road to building a socialist society. Meanwhile, the bourgeoisie is intensifying surveillance and is taking all kinds of repressive measures under the pretext of the fight against terrorism. The comprehensive gathering of personal data violates the protection of privacy. An entire apparatus is put in place to counteract popular revolts and class struggle.

7. The crisis creates a tendency towards changes in the balance of power in the world. Contradictions between capitalist countries are increasing. The interventions of the imperialist powers in the Arab and Middle East countries show how they compete to strengthen their influence and ensure control over oil reserves and energy transport routes. The United States is clinging to its status of imperialist superpower by intensifying military investments and focusing on the geostrategic control of Asia. But the US is losing ground. We are witnessing a coalition of emerging countries that are entering into competition for natural resources, sources of energy and world markets. The competition between the United States, the emerging countries, Japan and the European Union is intensifying and could lead to more protectionism, open conflicts, financial wars and finally to military conflicts. 

At the same time, inter-imperialist rivalries are intensifying within the European Union between stronger countries and the countries that have been hardest hit by the crisis. A split of the Euro zone could seriously upset the European construction. The Franco-German couple is trying to save the interests of European monopolies by imposing the system of "economic governance" in order to serve monopoly capital more effectively. 

8. Within this new constellation of world forces and in accordance with the new strategy launched by NATO in Lisbon in November 2010, a joint strike force will be made available to defend the strategic interests of the imperialists, while also serving to mediate in the case of rivalries between them. In the name of security and the fight against terrorism, this new strategy allows for interventions all over the world, including in countries that do not belong to NATO. The new strategy provides more flexible, mobile and versatile intervention forces, as shown by the interventions in Libya and the Ivory Coast. The imperialist plans of the US are in accordance with the Common Defense Policy of the EU. NATO uses the Partnership for Peace in order to extend its activity and intervention to non-member countries. All this does not dispel the threat of growing tensions between the major powers for dominance over strategic regions, control over energy resources and raw materials and guaranteed access to important supply routes.

… communist parties and their mass organizations have to be reinforced.

1. Current events put the passage from capitalism to socialism on the agenda. Communist parties have a crucial role to play in organizing the revolt, giving orientation to the struggle and showing the way to a fundamental questioning of the system of exploitation. The past and ongoing struggles everywhere attest to this fact. It makes a qualitative difference if the masses are politically educated, the vanguard organized, and the party ideologically and politically consolidated.

2. The party’s character depends on the strategic goal it chooses to achieve, i.e. socialist revolution, which means a break with the bourgeois system. For this very reason, one of its essential tasks is to distinguish itself from any form of opportunism or electoralism. Any illusion as to a fundamental reform of the capitalist system must be cut short, and the strategy implemented by reformist political forces to promise workers liberation through progressive reforms must be unmasked.

3. The distinguishing feature of communist parties lies in their loyalty to the revolutionary road and hence to the supremacy of class struggle. It is through class struggle and confrontation with the bourgeois forces that the party gets stronger and the working class wakes up to the consciousness that it has a historic task to fulfill. Parliamentary struggle and the work in bourgeois institutions are nothing but precious tools to better address the masses and lead mass struggles. Opportunists, who seek to spruce up the capitalist system, abandon class struggle and are completely submerged by parliamentary work. 

4. One of the distinguishing features of communist parties lies in the recognition of the vanguard role of the working class. It is of utmost importance that the party be present in the workplace, in businesses, for this is where the decisive political and ideological struggle takes place, the fundamental battle between labor and capital. The party must constantly reinforce its proletarian character, also by paying great attention to work in the trade unions, the mass organizations of the working class. Within the unions it strives to create centers of struggle and defense of a class struggle-oriented trade unionism, and to connect the aspirations and demands of the workers with the political struggle, namely the overthrow of the capitalist order.  Communists' importance and role in the trade union movement bestows on them high responsibilities: they have to be models of commitment, militancy and steadfastness in the defense of the working class and its interests, in their struggle and their efforts to provide information and education that is connected to actual practice. That is how communists can constantly improve the way they fulfill their responsibilities towards the workers.

5. Strengthening communist parties and preparing them for the challenges that lie ahead is the main task to be fulfilled in periods preceding struggles. First of all, the situation in each country has to be analyzed on the basis of Marxism-Leninism. An analysis has to be made of the classes and the balance of forces in play, in order to develop a revolutionary strategy and a policy of social alliances. A program has to be devised with immediate demands in support of the aspirations and needs of the working masses and which serves the revolutionary strategy. In the field of organization, communist parties use democratic centralism as an essential method and try constantly to improve its application.

6. While preparing for confrontations, communist parties must establish firmer ties with the masses. Wherever workers are struggling, they have to be present and affirm themselves as an autonomous force with mobilizing slogans. The concrete situation differs from one country to another and it is of utmost importance for the party to be able to assess strengths and weaknesses correctly as well as the level of consciousness of both vanguard and masses. It is necessary to develop a revolutionary strategy and tactics that will allow the masses to be set in motion. Indeed, the masses learn from experience, provided the party helps them avoid reformist and deceptive pitfalls. Appropriate tactics are used to assist the masses in gaining revolutionary consciousness as well as to rally as many allies as possible from among small and medium peasants, self-employed workers and other popular strata. Irrespective of its size, a communist party strives to strike deeper roots among the toiling masses.

7. Whether we will be able to seize all opportunities the crisis of the system offers to propagate socialism, will depend on whether our communist parties are vigilant, both ideologically and politically. The crisis of capitalism offers communists great opportunities, for many illusions about the blessings of capitalism have been shattered. The moment has come to convince those who are criticizing only neo-liberalism that the choice to be made is not a choice of policy but of system. The time has come to convince those who are criticizing the absence of strong measures against banks and speculators that the power of capital cannot be reformed; it can only be overthrown. The socialist system has to be put forward as the alternative. Propaganda for socialism has to be present in mass agitation, and not just as an idea to bring out when the time is ripe. 

8. Whether communist parties will advance among the masses will depend first and foremost on whether they play a vanguard role in the struggle against austerity plans and war adventures, for social and democratic demands as well as for national and social liberation. Communists are the best defenders of immediate demands, as they fight for a society without exploitation of the workers. Working class power and social alliances are built through day-to-day struggles. It is in the struggle that the party develops authority, expertise and a strong presence among the working class. This will only happen insofar as the party takes responsibility for mobilizing the masses, making them aware and organizing them. The party will do this through its autonomous work and through the presence of its members in trade unions and mass organizations.

9. It is important to assess the party's interventions in mass struggles constantly. This concerns the policy and tactics adopted as well as the results pertaining to the strengthening of the party and the mass organizations. The practice of criticism and self-criticism on the basis of Marxism-Leninism is essential in order to generalize our successes and rectify our errors. A party that applies such a materialist and dialectic practice will make faster progress.

10. The crisis hits all layers of the working class.

· It hits women insofar as unemployment, underemployment, working conditions, salaries, specific women's rights and a multitude of discriminatory attitudes are concerned. Women were in the front line during the popular uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt. 

· It hits migrant workers, refugees, undocumented workers. We particularly salute the strikes and militant demonstrations by undocumented workers in France, demanding access to decent jobs with full rights.

· It also hits young people, who are often victims of growing unemployment, cutbacks in education and social security, flexible employment and the lengthening of the job career. For communist parties, this is a new opportunity to rejuvenate their ranks and recruit new forces among a generation that is “fed up” and is looking for a real way-out, which is socialism. Communist parties should also renew their methods of work: they must adapt to the era of electronic and instant communication in combination with the classical methods. The potential of those new methods for mobilization has largely been proven in the recent uprisings in the Arab world and elsewhere.

11. In any mass work, the strengthening of the party through the recruitment of new members is the top priority. about it is a question of building an unshakable party, on which depend the orientation and the success of future battles.

Immersion in class struggle is an excellent opportunity to train new generations of cadres and members. A significant proportion of young people - and certainly the generation that experienced the anti-communist wave after 1989 – have never witnessed a crisis of the importance or gravity of the present one. Today, they are preparing to take up their revolutionary role in the decades to come. 

12. It is imperative that progress be made in international cooperation between communist parties, both at world and regional levels, through bilateral and multilateral meetings. We confront the same enemy, imperialism. We suffer the same attacks, we share worries and objectives. There are many possibilities for consultation, collaboration and mutual assistance, which should be exploited to the hilt. Mutual assistance means, above all, creating possibilities for learning from the most advanced experiences and achievements. This has to be done in the theoretical and political fields, in the field of party building, leadership of mass struggles and building of mass organizations. The experience acquired through class struggle, electoral campaigns, mass communication and agitation has to be shared more intensively. Mutual assistance and solidarity are essential. 

Workers of the world, let us unite!

[1] Declaration of the 18th ICS, Declaration on the crisis, May 2009 ; General Conclusions of the 19th ICS, “The Communist Parties facing the deepening of the capitalist systemic crisis”, May 2010.
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