20th International Communist Seminar
Brussels, 13-15 May, 2011

www.icsbrussels.org, ics@icsbrussels.org
The strengthening of the communist parties
in times of a deepening capitalist systemic crisis

Communist Party of Great Britain (Marxist-Leninist)

Strengthening the Communist Party in the Fight against the Cuts

Comrades,

The working class of Britain is being made to pay for the current capitalist crisis to an extent never before experienced since the construction of the so-called ‘welfare state’ in the wake of the Second World War.

The substantial social gains achieved in the post-war period -- including unemployment benefits, council housing and (most notably) our free National Health Service -- owe their existence, not to the goodwill of the ruling class, but to the fact that British imperialism became frightened by the possibility of workers in our country aspiring to the model of social provision shown by the USSR, the country which had recently vanquished Hitlerite fascism, and therefore embracing a revolutionary perspective for the future of the country.

Materially, British imperialism could well afford to placate ordinary people’s desire not to return to the pre-war situation of unemployment, poverty, slum housing and untreated illness. The super-profits made by the British ruling class through the exploitation and oppression of its colonies and neo-colonies were more than enough to cover the cost of acceding to the most basic demands of the working class.

In 2011, however, Britain’s monopoly bourgeoisie can no longer rely on those super-profits, and sadly the Soviet Union of course no longer exists.

This means that, in the context of an accelerating capitalist crisis, all three of Britain’s main bourgeois parties (Conservative, Labour, and Liberal Democrat) have felt free to embrace ‘austerity’, pushing through swinging cuts in jobs and public services.

Two of those three capitalist parties -- the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats --have now run a coalition government for a year, and both are hell-bent on shifting the burden of the crisis of capitalism ever more heavily onto the shoulders of the working class.

The Labour Party is no different. While, on paper, calling for ‘fairer’ cuts, managed more gently and over a longer period of time, these social-democrats are -- in practice -- happy to implement in full the anti-working class, government policies of the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats (the Con-Dems, as we call them for short).

British workers and their allies are beginning to fight back. But a century of the domination of social democracy over the proletarian movement in our country has so far meant that most activists in the anti-cuts movement, under the influence of both revisionism and Trotskyism, are not prepared seriously to challenge the Labour Party, to which most of the member organisations of our Trades Union Congress (TUC) are affiliated.

This has led to the obscene spectacle in places like the London borough of Islington -- where £35 million is being cut from the local council budget, with 350 public-sector redundancies in the pipeline this year alone -- of the Labour local council leader pushing through those measures just eleven days after publicly condemning the very same cuts from the platform of the local anti-cuts coalition, in which our party is particularly active.

We protested, but were shot down by the Labour-friendly Troto-revisionist majority in the coalition.

At the end of March this year, the TUC organised a half-a-million strong national demonstration against the cuts, but the keynote speaker at the subsequent rally was Ed Miliband, the leader of the Labour Party and a man who -- had he been in office -- would have cut £17 for every £18 cut by the Con-Dems. This despite the ubiquitous NO CUTS placards being held by rank-and-file participants in the march.

The trade union leadership continues to counterpose its capitalist vision of ‘fair, reasonable cuts’ to the popular demand of NO CUTS. And this is why our party insists on the need of calling for working people and their unions to break the link with Labour. We are unique among parties in our country calling themselves ‘Communist’ in making this demand.

The TUC tells us that the ‘Con-Dem’ cuts are ideologically driven and not warranted by the actual depth of the crisis. 

Yet when Keynsian solutions all fail, as sooner or later they must, then is the crisis itself that dictates the cuts. The Conservatives may lean slightly harder on the accelerator than Labour would in their place, but they are all heading off the same cliff.

What the TUC can never admit is that behind the debt crisis lies a deep-seated overproduction crisis. More commodities are being produced than be sold at a profit on the market. The problem is aggravated when capitalists, desperate to beat the competition, intensify the exploitation of workers, thereby further reduce their spending power.

“Cuts are not the cure,” declaims the trade union leadership, reassuring us that the illness is not life-threatening anyway. Don’t worry about Britain’s national debt, they twitter: “All countries have a debt -- there’s nothing dangerous about that.” 

Just look how much we borrowed from America after the Second World War, and we took ages to pay that back. Why, the current debt blip is nothing to panic about. And in so far as there’s a problem, we can extricate ourselves from it with some moderate belt-tightening, the creation of some ‘green’ jobs and some mild restraints on bankers’ bonuses and major tax-avoiding corporations like the mobile phone company Vodafone.

This whistling in the dark ignores the real character of the crisis and the real historical context. After World War Two, capitalism was recovering from an overproduction crisis. Right now, having already used every possible stratagem to evade the consequences of market glut, imperialism is entering the most acute phase of the crisis. The parallel is 1929, not 1945.

Massive surplus capacity stifles all markets, and the United States is too busy trying to rescue itself to throw anyone else a credit line. On past performance, only war, revolution or both will shift the log jam. Capitalism is in a hole and cannot stop digging.

The only cure for the crisis ripping through Britain is socialism. Those who pretend it is possible to duck the consequences of a crisis more than thirty years in the making by tinkering with the existing capitalist system are practising a cruel deceit upon workers, blowing smoke in their eyes as capitalism prepares an all-out class war assault in defence of its profits.

Trade union militants organised in the National Shop Stewards’ Network have increasingly sought alternative ways of mobilising against the cuts -- denouncing the record of treachery of both the TUC and the Labour Party to which it belongs.

Our comrades seek to encourage and work with these elements, as every step towards breaking the link with Labour is a step closer to uniting workers in resistance to capitalism.

In conclusion, then, comrades, the role of our Communist Party is to continue exposing Labour Party social democracy for the sham it is. This has to be done by winning the confidence of workers and their allies already drawn into the anti-cuts movement, whose traditional support for Labour has to be patiently challenged on the basis of obvious and immediate facts. 

And our party, and its cadres, have to be seen to be leading the struggle for an uncompromising campaign -- not just again Con-Dem cuts, but also against those implemented by Labour local councils. Capitalist cuts are capitalist cuts, we must continue to point out.

Only in this way can we draw workers closer to, and into, our ranks. This strategy is already bearing limited fruit, with our Party’s contingent on the recent May Day march in London having been the biggest presence by a single political party. 

We have been characterised by our political opponents on the so-called ‘left’ as being “creepily omnipresent”. Actually, there’s nothing “creepy” about it: it’s a question of serious Bolshevik organisation. That will continue, and will become more effective still as we grow further.

And we’re proud of the fact that we are the only British Communist Party which is growing rather than shrinking in the face of this capitalist crisis, particularly among young people, whom we are now helping to organise into their own militant organisation -- operating under our overall guidance and known as Red Youth. 

This, we are sure, is due to our consistent adherence to the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin -- and to our creative application of these to the immediate, concrete conditions confronting the British proletariat.

We wish our comrades in other countries similar, and greater, successes in the fight against capitalist-imposed austerity.

Long live Marxism-Leninism!

Long live proletarian internationalism!
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