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Communist Party of Turkey
Dear comrades,

We have gathered in this seminar to discuss an utterly important topic; maybe the most 
important subject in view of the current developments in the world. We are here to discuss 
how to strengthen tour parties, how to entrench the communist movement within the toiling 
masses in view of the ongoing deep crisis of global capitalism.

Since 2007, the capitalist-imperialist system has been going through one of its deepest and 
most historical crisis. The impacts of the crisis have been robustly shaking the imperialist 
countries for more than three years now. As we all know from the Leninist analysis of 
imperialism, the major political and economic consequences of such crises accumulate 
conflicts and contradictions particularly in the regions that are pillaged and subjected by 
imperialists. We have been witnessing this fact since late 2008 as well. But the crisis is 
deep and ongoing. Hence, we continue to observe its dismal effects in the world as political 
turmoil, deepening poverty, the extortion of the gains of the working people and further re- 
shaping of the territories in the shifting interests of imperialism in the weaker links of 
imperialism.

The effects of the crisis shall surely be seen as the background of the events going on in 
Africa and the Middle East. We believe that it is not necessary to discuss at large in what 
sense has the capitalist crisis set the background for the uprisings in this region. We all 
know how the accumulating unrest and reaction within the toiling masses against capitalist 
exploitation, inequalities and the co11aborative and reactionary regimes have set the mood. 
We a11 support the legitimate demands of the working people, the youth and the women in 
this respect. These demands and the sentiment have surely been raised further by the global 
crisis.

Yet, there is another aspect on which we need to concentrate. 
The crisis also urges imperialism to push for re-structuring the subordinate countries in terms of its changing interests and pursuits. We have sensed such signs of restructuring the region as a whole 
right after Barack Obama came to office. His first international visits were made to Turkey 
and Egypt, where he pointed to the kind of restructuring that his government is looking for. 
Roughly speaking, what Obama signaled in these visits was that the U.S. imperialism will 
try to alter a1l the balances in the Greater Middle East by strengthening the role played by
Islamist regimes established by forces re-aligned according to the needs of imperialism. In 
this respect, the U.S. provided great support to the ruling Justice and Development Party in 
Turkey for instance. However, they have failed to accelerate their "new project" in other 
countries of the region due to several reasons. Firstly, while they had to deal with the crisis 
at home, which inevitably erode the fake popularity of their power and cause tensions with 
the monopolies despite their government' s shameless efforts to make them contempt. 
Second, changing the balances in the Middle East by giving greater role to the Islamists, 
which are adapted accordingly, requires a change in the internal balances of Israel, which 
turned out to be a difficult task. Third, they needed stronger regional actors in order to 
create counter-balances and control the Islamists from possible drifts. 
The popular uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt provided the necessary environment for 
imperialism to press tor the kind of "change" it has postponed. Of course, this point does 
not invalidate the legitimate demands and the genuine popular sources of the uprisings. 
However, the lack of revolutionary organization, the lack of apolitical vanguard acting on 
behalf of the working class in all these uprisings made it possible for imperialism to 
manipulate the course of events. 

One question that of course comes to mind at this moment is this: Why would imperialism 
manipulate the events in a way to topple down the regimes that serve them and Israel for 
decades?
First of all, imperialism understood that bin Ali and Mubarak regimes could not be saved. 
But furthermore, they also saw that such regimes, despite their full collaboration with 
imperialism, do not function well enough in view of the changing requirements of 
imperialism in the region. They do not function properly, because one way or the other 
these regimes were left from the Cold War era; being in power for more than three decades, 
they have secured a kind of status quo, and they were useless for exploiting religious 
sentiments, a major device to manipulate the peoples of the region. Hence, by aligning 
itself with the only massively organized force, the Islamists, in the uprisings, imperialism 
has achieved the chance to interfere in the balances of the region at its roots. They have 
also transferred the legitimacy of the uprisings as a pretext for their deeds. The Western 
press, imperialist organizations, think-tanks etc. started to talk about the so-called Arab 
Spring, the revolution in the Arab world constantly. They have launched a huge public 
campaign, so that no one could dare to ask what Hillary Clinton was doing in the Tahrir 
Square after Mubarak was gone. They exploited the legitimacy of the uprisings so that they 
could hastily start bombing Libya and creating a pretext for intervening to Syria. 

Comrades, 

What is closely related with the topic of our Seminar is the simultaneously launched 
ideological assault with these developments. The mouthpieces of the imperialist aggression 
keep on talking about an Arab Spring, a so-called "revolution". 

Comrades, we need not elaborate on the Marxist-Leninist theory of revolution in order to 
see the goal of this ideological assault. We should only remember two aspects of our theory 
of revolution: First of all, every revolution is a rupture in history. In order to characterize 
certain developments as an historical rupture, we have to see either the seizure of political 
power by another class as in the October Revolution or a major shift in terms of the 
correlation and historical role of social classes holding the political power due to class 
struggle as we see in the Revolutions of 1848. In this sense of historical rupture, every 
revolution is a "historical progress", a concept that has been constantly attacked by 
postmodernist theories for decades. 

In the recent events, we only see a regime change and the imperialist interventions 
throughout the entire region in order to re-design the region. In other words, the shift of 
political power from Mubarak to a military-Islamist compound is neither an historical 
rupture nor an historical progress. It is simply a regime change, which invites us to think 
about the question "why, on whose interest?" 

Second aspect which we need not miss is that they are preaching a revolution without 
revolutionaries. Yes, revolutions are done by social classes, and the only social force that is 
capable of doing a revolution in this historical era is the working class. But we also know 
since Lenin that the working class needs a political organization, a revolutionary party in 
order to play its historical role. Now, they want people to believe that revolutions without 
revolutionaries are possible. 

We do not intend to belittle the struggles waged by our comrades in Tunisia, Egypt etc. 
However, we know well that the communists were not leading the uprisings. Of course, we 
are not saying this to blame the brave communists of the region. But this is the objective 
fact. 
Comrades, 

Then we should ask why imperialists suddenly become so keen to use a concept that they 
have feared so much in the past; the concept of revolution? 

Because they have launched a major operation; an operation which aims to alter all the 
balances of the region, an operation which will allow them to invade new countries, and to 
change the correlation of forces as regards the major conflicts of the region such as the 
position of Iran and the Palestinian issue. In order to carry out such a broad campaign they 
need more than the use of brute force, they need to manipulate the perceptions and exploit 
the legitimacy of the popular expectations for real change. These all imply that the 
imperialists also need to re-design the left in broad terms. 

By re-designing the left, we mean that they want to strengthen those who claim that a 
revolution without revolutionaries is possible, those who praise the merits of disorganized 
movements, those who argue that there is nothing such as historical progress and the term 
imperialism is antiquated, those who are convinced that what is genuinely popular is what 
is religious, and the Islamists can bring genuine change for the lives of millions, those who 
believe that the defense of national unity is a reactionary demand of the past. 

Imperialism has not started to create its own so-called "left" with the recent developments 
of course, but they have utterly accelerated their deeds in this direction as they need to 
manipulate the perceptions. We cannot say that their attempt is doomed to fail due to 
several reasons. Firstly, we see the kinds of Lothar Bisky, voting for the bombing of Libya; 
we also see fraternal intellectuals hailing the so-called "revolution" by comparing it to 
1789; we see friends hesitating in condemning the disgraceful aggression of imperialism in 
Libya. Secondly, the memoirs of the counter-revolution in 1989 are still very fresh. We 
remember how imperialists and their affiliates exploited the concept of "freedom" in the 
context of the counter-revolutions in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Unfortunately, 
with these counter-revolutions we have also lost the concept of freedom. The popular 
perceptions created by this concept have become a playground for all kinds of liberals, pro- 
market protagonists. 

Now they are attacking the concept of "revolution" ... 

We have to drive this attack back. The only way to drive it back is to strengthen our parties, 
to lead the working class so as to enable it to play its historical role for a real, socialist 
revolution. 
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