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The strengthening of the communist parties
in times of a deepening capitalist systemic crisis

Communist  Party of Greece (KKE)

Dear comrades,

We would like to thank you for the invitation and the hospitality of the Workers Party of Belgium. We were given the opportunity now and at this seminar to highlight the root causes of the capitalist crisis. But also to even better outline the historical boundaries of the capitalist system, since the brutality of today's anti-labour measures, the intensity of the rate of exploitation is demonstrated both in capitalist economies in the crisis phase and those that are in the phase of a weak capitalist recovery.

The main cause of the assault that is being unleashed by the ruling class in all EU member states against the rights of working class people goes beyond the management of the financial crisis and the public debt. The main target of the attack is to reinforce the profitability and competitiveness of the EU business groups. For this reason the anti-people attack occurs both in countries like Germany that has been temporarily removed from the stage of the crisis and has comparatively lower debt, as and in the UK that is outside of the euro zone. The main goal of the assault is to secure cheaper labour power and the promotion of capitalist restructuring, trying to stem the tendency of the average rate of profit of the big businesses in the EU to fall. The people's movement must therefore target the whole capitalist path of development which leads to periods of crisis of capital over-accumulation and indebtedness in many bourgeois states. The controversy about the swelling public debt must ultimately highlight the role of the bourgeois government and the monopolies that determine production with profits as their criterion, the EU's role as an interstate imperialist alliance, the capitalist relations of production.

A criterion for the CP is the deep knowledge of the how the capitalist system works. We should have a similar ambition for the working class, the poor popular strata, so that they draw conclusions,  minimize the possibility of being surprised, disappointed, and of being pressured by bourgeois and petty bourgeois ideologies and pressures. So that the strategic goal is highlighted: the overthrow of the capitalist system, the construction of a society free of exploitation:  socialism-communism.

As a party, we were not taken by surprise, we had well-worked-out positions to reveal these developments and struggle for goals in favor of the people with a specific and clear political line, without any wavering. If the KKE had attitude of retreat, compliance and obedience certainly the things in Greece would have been much worse today, and what is most important there would be no hope for tomorrow.

It is no coincidence that since 2009 and a very few days after the national elections, we called on the people to prepare their own war in response to the war of the plutocracy and with the Communist Party to give impetus to positive developments and that the people should have as its goal the acquisition of power.

A number of claims in the previous period and in this period as well have been developed by the plutocracy, its parties and institutions, and the imperialist organizations. All of them try to disorientate the minds of workers, of the poor popular strata that the crisis of capital over-accumulation is allegedly financial, a question of bad-management, reducing it to the level of circulation and not to the capitalist relations of production themselves.

Many bourgeois and petty-bourgeois, opportunist forces declare as the cause of the crisis the “evil” neo-liberal management, or even a memorandum of the anti-people measures. They claim that the causes of the crisis are the corruption and unaccountability, the swelling of the state enterprise sector and the public sector employees, the delays in privatization, the favors.

the complaints of bourgeoisie are in the same direction, that the cause of the crisis is the inability of one or other governing party or that is due to  the debts and the excessive borrowing, or to over-consumption, especially when such assessments relate to the people's needs. Some of these problems are real, but they are the result of the capitalist path of development, of the choices being consciously applied while Greece is a member of EU and NATO. They are not the cause. There is no bigger lie than that the people consume more than they were able to. Housing, consumer, agricultural and other loans of the self-employed are a way in which the people are held hostage to the system of exploitation. The incrimination of people serves one purpose: to undermine their morale, to make them accept without resistance and protest the barbaric measures. The decay and the parasitism, the increase of fictitious capital is the product of capitalist development in its monopoly stage.

It is also widely promoted that there is a feasible and effective way out for the people through the expansion of state intervention and management with more public investments, government support packages, the creation a central state banking group and something similar in the energy sector etc. And this management serves the private monopolies, increases the indebtedness, leads to a new bleeding of the people's income, and can't solve the contradictions as is apparent in the case of the U.S.A.

Also it is circulated that if Greece hadn't been integrated into the EU, and the euro zone, the crisis would be worse, bankruptcy inevitable, as well as the certain suspension of the payment of salaries and pensions. They talk about the so called foreign "occupation" of Greece by the IMF or the troika, Germany, and that when it is proven that the membership in imperialist organizations is a class choice which is made to safeguard the profits of the plutocracy, for their perpetuation and not for the people's interests.

Those who present the crisis as a crisis of debt and government deficits cultivate the utopia amongst the popular forces that capital can invests with rational incentives among sectors of production, targeted at domestic production which is the basis for a more balanced financial management. In fact capital is only driven by the need to increase its profits.

The crisis is inherent in the production process, in the capitalist property ownership which exploits foreign labor.

The Communists are called onto to make clear to the people openly and clearly as to why the various proposals for "militant" renegotiation and Eurobonds, for the separation of the debt into legal and illegal, for the "anti-occupation" struggle, not only don't give a way out, but mislead, trap, “hit the saddle", without any result. Precious time is lost, and the bourgeoisie of the country and its choices are whitewashed.

Social Democrats and neo-liberals and other bourgeois parties in Greece as in other capitalist countries in one way or another argue that the crisis is the great historic opportunity to take measures that have been delayed, these are the  anti-people and the anti-labor measures, that they baptize  as contemporary and modernizing.

We, the Communist Party, declare that the financial capitalist crisis is a characteristic opportunity for the people to utilize their experience and go on the offensive, towards the overthrow.

We believe that there is no greater lie than that the way out from the crisis is the same for both the people and capital, and consequently that the solution is common and national. And so it is a product supposedly of national consultation and consensus, that everyone (capitalists and workers) must make sacrifices.

Today when the capitalist crisis highlights in a characteristic way that the exploitative system has outgrown its historical boundaries, today, that the effectiveness of the class struggle is clearly connected to the direction of solving the problem of power, the opportunist forces like SYN / SYRIZA in Greece as member parties of the ELP in Europe, mock the workers by sending invitations to all the Communist Parties and the KKE for so-called "left-wing alliances" and "unity of the Left". These calls that the KKE has repeatedly refused because of their vague opposition to the measures, because they deceive the people with the utopia of a fair redistribution of wealth in the conditions of the power of monopolies and other similar demands which are also widely used by bourgeois parties, and bourgeois economists, and the system's apologists. Such calls are aimed at pulling the Communist Parties into participating in the management of the capitalist system, in searching for accomplices to the perpetuation of the power of monopolies. The people have an obligation to be very strict and to distinguish that the political alliance of opportunists and the opportunist call for "unity of the Left," is designed to prevent the rallying of the people on an anti-monopoly, anti-imperialist basis and in an anti-capitalist based direction.

The Memorandum of the government, the EU, IMF, ECB and its successive adaptations, the new Competitiveness Pact, with the name "Pact for the Euro", which has been passed  and was voted for by Greece at the EU summit, serves above all the safeguarding and strengthening of competitiveness at the expense of labor. Therefore, they may have one success: The mercilessly, successive and combined measures against the people aiming reduce the price of labor to the level of its other competitors in the EU, and the imperialist powers such as China, India and Brazil.
     

Today it is more obvious that the capitalist system has more restricted limits in managing the crisis compared to the past, because of the competition, and the even greater anarchy in conditions of the liberalization of the movement of capital, the growth of the imperialist centers that struggle for the redistribution of markets etc. Capitalism can not return to the past, is unable to make even these small concessions which it made in the past under the pressure of peoples struggles and due to the impact of the socialist system.


No Memorandum can override and eliminate inconsistencies, contradictions and capitalist rivalries.

The main result of the crisis is the destruction of productive forces, first and foremost of labor in the form of mass unemployment or underemployment, its depreciation in the form of reduced wages and pensions and the loss of social benefits and services that are crucial to its reproduction.


These concerns and the actions that are taken to extend the loan of the troika, the renegotiation of the interest rate and the partial cancellation of the debt, whether Greece would be able to borrow directly from the money capital market, and a number of other things that may be tabled have as their goal: that the banking system not be shaken, which is a component element of the capitalist mode of production. The banks-lenders seek to lose as little as possible from the depreciation of the loans they gave, by buying government bonds at a profit, by evening out any loss between the banks and the governments. They are already throwing an important part of the loss in pension funds, the operation of public health units - Welfare, Education, etc. As regards the profits of banking, of the lending mechanisms (IMF, Troika, etc.) these are forms of controlled bankruptcy. While as regards the people it is rampant bankruptcy that is being announced in order to threaten, intimidate and quash very popular resistance and to prevent political instability.

Measures are taken which lead to the intensity of class exploitation, and that the labor becomes cheaper and cheaper. Crisis means depreciation – destruction of a section of capital as money or as collateral. But the bourgeois state, the power of capital is taking measures to ensure that this depreciation is as low as possible in terms of the reduction of the volume of profits or to bring the fastest possible replenishment of them.

The working class, the people have no interest in entering the competition between capitalist states, unions and businesses, in supporting the bourgeoisie of their country in intra-capitalist competition which is becoming and will become increasingly fierce in all its forms. There should be no distinction which whitewashes the bourgeois class of countries in a lower position in the imperialist pyramid, by considering that these countries are "under occupation" or are being "colonized" by Germany and other big imperialist powers, as the opportunist forces in Greece claim. Such claims ignore the fact that under capitalism there is disparity between different capitalist economies, the political, economic, and military role played by the bourgeoisie in each country. This is a conscious choice that suits and strengthens the bourgeoisie in each country, e.g. the use of IMF, the use of the lending, or the different pacts of the EU. The talk about colonialism whitewashes the local plutocracy and they even seek in the name of "occupation," the safeguarding of national sovereignty and freedom from colonialism, alliances with a section of the bourgeoisie. It is profoundly wrong to separate the bourgeois class into national and comprador. Clearly, there are sections of the bourgeois class, businessmen that seek closer relations with one or the other capitalist country, in connection with where they are active or the type of business they have. That is one thing, but the myth of national and comprador bourgeoisie is quite another. Under capitalism there is no such distinction within the bourgeoisie class and it is necessary for the CPs to judge things from a class standpoint and not to be recruited into one or the other pole in the intra-bourgeois competition which exists in every country. The bourgeois class of every country and the bourgeois parties of power are fully aware that participation, the extraction of a share of the profits at a European and international level is determined by the contradictions and competition, which is marked on every occasion and in each phase by the correlation of forces. There is no basis for this approach; on the contrary it is historically inaccurate and misleading. For the rupture and liberation from the imperialist interstate union of capital, the EU and the struggle for Greece of the working class-people's power is the only way for the working class and the popular strata.

As long as the crisis deepens, the bourgeois management will be accompanied by political instability, by local military conflicts and interventions behind which the conflict between the forces of the international imperialist system is manifested.

The current war against Libya, the imperialist intervention in Egypt, Tunisia, Syria, Bahrain and Yemen are a continuation of previous imperialist interventions and wars in Yugoslavia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia, and Sudan. The imperialists intend to control even more tightly the oil, gas and mineral resources, to prevent popular uprisings (Every country in North Africa needs to be examined individually and not all be lumped together) and especially the awakening of the working class, to impose necessary bourgeois modernization at the political and economic level. From this perspective we do not use the term revolutions concerning the mobilizations in North Africa. For this to be the case the class which is in power must change.

The war against Libya brought even more clearly to the surface the contradictions, the competition between the powerful capitalist countries over which of them will have the main say concerning the conduct and management of military operations. In this competition the UN plays a role, as it is fully aligned with imperialist interests, proving today that international law, as experienced by the peoples in the era of the USSR, no longer exists.

The position that is being developed by some self-proclaimed radical leftist political forces, parties of the ELP, an opportunist mechanism with the aim of the social-democratization and the transformation of the CPs, is dangerous. They talk about leaving the euro zone, the re-establishment of the EU, or about the development of the EU into a pure federation with a European government and European organs of government which does not contain any shred of progressive hope for the people. All these positions are trying to hide the only realistic prospect, which our Party in Greece promotes for the benefit of the people, which is the struggle for the withdrawal of Greece from the imperialist organizations, for the Greece of the working class-people's power, connected to the overthrow of bourgeois political power, the abolition of capitalist ownership in the concentrated means of production.

The KKE has specific and detailed proposals, coherent framework and direction for the satisfaction the contemporary needs of workers-employees, the self-employed, poor farmers, of the women and the youth that belong to the working class, and of the popular strata.

It has highlighted both in the parliament and in the struggles demands to directly alleviate the lives of the people, paving the way for the social prosperity of the people. To ward off the worst to come, to assert the rights of the workers and the people requires one thing today: that the people understand the nature of the crisis, to organize, to fight back, that not one day goes by without efforts to alter and completely reverse the current negative correlation of forces, in the movement, in the parliament, at the political level. Therefore, our proposal beyond the presentation and analysis of development opportunities in the country includes the creation directly, as quickly as possible, of the social and political conditions so that the working class and people’s struggle be effective. It is not enough to fight for a better life; you must take the matter into your hands to achieve it.

A crucial pre-condition is the regrouping of the labor movement and that it acquire a mass character, organization, politicization based in the union and industry, isolating the labor aristocracy, condemning the activity of the government-employer led trade unionism, strengthening the class-oriented rally. This positive experience has been recorded in Greece with PAME, the rally of class-oriented unions in Greece. This regroupment cannot be carried out spontaneously but by the conscious action of the members of the KKE and KNE. The strengthening of the Communist Party in society at the political level is a prerequisite to form a strong alliance with the aim of people's power and economy, which for Communists is socialism.

The struggle must be organized, well-planned in every phase and turning point, protected from the various provocations and mechanisms that are interested in corrupting it and undermining it from within.

The counterattack, the development and the sharpening of class struggle requires mass processes from the bottom upwards and vice versa. The workers must participate actively in choosing forms of struggle, in their organization. The steps which the labor movement must make, the social alliance which must be well-studied, decisive,  utilize the people's initiative, current issues, the turning points of the struggle, be clearly and stably  integrated in the perspective of people's power and  economy, which is the unifying goal of the Front of the social and political forces proposed by the KKE.


The potential of people's power to satisfy the social needs

Today in our country, KKE documents to the Greek people that there exist the objective conditions for a radically different organization of the economy and society, which can ensure the satisfaction of people's needs are continually expanding. A key feature of the popular economy is the transformation of the ownership of big capital into social state ownership. The people’s movement must regroup and move in this line of rupture and overthrow of the power of the monopolies, so that it makes its mark at the appropriate moment.

The KKE calls upon the people to struggle, so that the concentrated means of production in the sectors of manufacturing, industry in general and the concentrated commercial sector become the property of the people. To establish unified state agencies in strategic sectors such as energy, telecommunications, construction, transport and mining. To socialize the land, the large capitalist enterprises in the agricultural sector to create cooperatives of poor and medium-sized farmers, to overcome the problem of fragmented land use.

The socialization of the means of production would liberate the large spared development production features that Greece now has. The bourgeois political system tries to conceal that Greece is a rich country and can reduce its dependence on transnational monopoly groups and unions in key strategic sectors of the economy. A precondition for this is to use the domestic productive wealth from the central scientific planning of production and the economy in general.

Only the central planning of the people's economy can release the domestic productive capabilities, because it is based on the coordinated satisfaction of social needs. In the era of monopoly capitalism there cannot be such overall long-term planning only the narrow business plans of each monopoly group to ensure maximum profitability. Only the people's economy can finally eliminate the anarchy of production, the jungle of the competition of the monopoly groups for the greatest possible profit. It can use and distribute in this direction the entire country's workforce, eliminating unemployment.

Utilizing the domestic development capabilities, central planning can overcome regional imbalances in development within the country. The central plan will create specialized plans of production and distribution of the means of production, energy, raw materials in every sector.

An example is the role of a unified government body in construction to meet the needs of high-quality, safe housing, neighborhood redevelopment, p implementation of earthquake and flood protection. infrastructure for transport, building infrastructure for social services, schools, hospitals etc. 

Also, the use of the maritime sector (Greece has the largest merchant navy in the world, something which is enjoyed by the ship owners and not the people) that in the conditions of popular power could operate for the benefit of the people with ships that are social property, through the use of the infrastructure and the expertise of Greek shipyards to meet the needs of shipping, especially the significant needs of coastal shipping and the need to connect the Greek islands with modern ships, but also to accommodate the needs of the Navy, and the state railway transportation.

Furthermore, popular power will economize significant resources which are being wasted today within the framework of the bourgeois strategy for the reinforcing of the competitiveness and power of the monopolies. For example:

The abolition of military spending for NATO plans (e.g. expeditions in Kosovo, Afghanistan).

The cancellation of the public debt which the workers do not owe and which has surpassed 340 billion Euros and increased by 41 billion Euros only in 2010.

The elimination of the diverse government support packages for the monopoly groups, e.g. the initial package of 28 billion to support banks, the additional 25 billion package of Papakonstantinou and finally the prediction of the "Memorandum 4" for new additional state guarantees of 30 billion to the banks. The tax evasion of big capital alone and deposits of 600 billion euro in Switzerland make it easy to understand the magnitude of the wealth produced in the country, which is not being used today for social welfare.

The significant geopolitical position of Greece, especially as regards the transportation of energy and commodities between Europe Asia and Africa, creates a significant basis for the negotiations of the popular power particularly in the current period when the inter-imperialist contradictions are sharpening.

The victory of the working class- people's power is a necessity for the prosperity of the people not only in Greece but in every capitalist country, regardless of their position in the international imperialist pyramid. Regardless of whether the victory of people's power first occurs in Greece or in another neighboring country, it is certain that it will affect the rise of people's movements in the wider region. But conversely, the victory of people's power in Greece cannot be stabilized without the escalation of class struggle and people's uprisings in the Balkans, the Mediterranean, and the Middle East. The people's power in a small country like Greece, will actively gather around it the people's forces in neighboring capitalist states and would contribute to the creation of conditions for revolutionary overthrows in the wider area.

Georgios Toussas

