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Dear Comrades,

The Peoples’ Progressive Party of Guyana is greatly pleased and honoured to participate in this 20th International Communist Seminar.

We express our thanks to the Organisers and particularly to the Workers Party of Belgium for the opportunity to exchange ideas with the fraternal parties in the International Movement of Communist and Workers Parties.

Our Seminar focuses on the strengthening of our Parties in the conditions of the deepening capitalist systemic crisis.

The uneven impact of the crisis vividly demonstrates the perverse nature of capitalism. The major multilateral companies including those which were at the center of the early indicators of the crisis, have benefitted from huge bailouts with massive payouts to the top executives.

On the other hand, the working people have had life shattering experiences of losing jobs, homes and their life-long monetary savings.

The World Federation of Trade Unions at its 16th Congress in April 2011stated:

“All problems are presented as “national problems”, thus hiding the class nature of the crisis. They hide which social classes bare the real burdens of the crisis. Despite the systematic efforts of the ruling class to show the economic crisis as a “national” problem and as something that requires a “joint effort by all”, and the current crisis of capitalism proves once again that the capital is always trying to exit the crisis by loading its burdens on the working class and other poor popular strata.

So in a period of sharp rise in unemployment, dramatic shrinking of the real income of workers, reduction of social spending budgets, raising of the retirement age, a series of facts show the parasitism and the decay of the capitalist system.

At the same time the working masses across the globe are faced with a soaring rise ofunemployment rates, price increases in staple foodstuffs and other essentials, with cutsin social services such as Education, Health, Welfare, with the loss of assets ( houses, etc.)because of debts to banks. Capitalism reveals its true face, not only in developing countriesof the so-called “Third World”, but also in the imperialist centers.

The working people have responded in varying ways. Workers in the United States of America went on strike to oppose measures to undermine their Union. In Tunisia and Egypt, popular uprisings led to the removal of long-ruling dictators.

It is clear that the working people are angry and look for relief. What is not clear is their understanding of the cause of the crisis and the nature and direction of the actions to be taken. There is therefore a great need for a conscious effort to provide the necessary guidance.

The reality is that the frantic efforts of the most powerful capitalist governments and international institutions have failed to find a solution.

Now is the time therefore for the representatives of the working class to intensify efforts to demonstrate the systemic nature of the crisis and the failure of capitalism as a socio-economic system for the masses.

Unfortunately, the large majority of the working people have been led since the collapse of the world socialist system to discard the socialist alternative and to believe that capitalism is the only way.

The ongoing crisis has exposed the myths seeking to promote the pretended virtues of capitalism and its mantra of market forces.

Our Communist and Workers Parties must therefore be very creative and purposeful in order to move the working people to more ideologically related objectives. 

Each Party will face specific challenges based on its own national circumstances and will need to make appropriate responses.

In Guyana, our Party the PPP is the ruling Party. We maintain our long term commitment to the goal of a socialist society. But we recognise that as a developing country, Guyana needs to move through a preliminary stage of National Democracy. 

The preamble of the Constitution of our Party states: 

“Its strategic objective is the creation of a socialist society. Only a socialist Guyana based on scientific principles and high ethical and moral values will end the exploitation of man by man and create a just social order. Such a society can be created in several successive stages over a prolonged historical period.

At this historical juncture the PPP is committed to the establishment of a National Democratic State which will embrace political and ideological pluralism, political democracy, cultural diversity, racial equality and a mixed economy. Such a State with multi-ethnic and multi-class plural government will fight to prevent foreign domination of any kind and to preserve the full democratic rights of the people.”

The Party recognizes the need to pursue these immediate goals consistent with the ultimate goal of socialism. In this approach, the Party as also expressed in its constitution continues to be guided by the ideology of Marxism-Leninism.

As part of the International movement, the PPP shares the view that our national goals must be linked to the objectives and struggles of working people throughout the world.

As we reflect on the ongoing crisis, we need to develop a united global response of the working people to the designs of capitalism and imperialism to direct the impacts of the crisis onto the backs of the working people.

Towards this objective, our Parties need to recognise the positives generated by varied global processes and work as far as possible with the players involved.

One such initiative is the resolve of the WFTU’s 20th Congress which states:

“In this framework, we should try to improve the fronts of struggle that will be enriched in

each country, branch and region.

- Permanent and stable work for all - protection of the unemployed people. This is a common duty for every country. Implementing this right, demand planned development, change of power.

- Universal and public social protection. Defense of life and health of working people.

- Social needs- opposition to all privatizations.

- Nutrition problem- opposition to multinational food companies.

- Correspond to contemporary social needs in health, education, housing and clean water.

- Abolition of child labor.

- Environment, life quality, working conditions.

- Democratic rights and trade union freedoms.

- Struggle against armaments, disengagement from NATO and its abolition.

- Alliances with the rural masses, small employers, self-employed and the landless.

Our Parties need to work closely with the WFTU globally and with its affiliates in each country towards the realization of these objectives.

There are also very positive declarations from the UN System through its 2010 Reports. In the Overview of “Retooling Global Development”, Sha Zukang, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs stated:

“The global economic crisis of 2008-2009 exposed systemic failures in the workings of financial markets and major deficiencies at the core of economic policy making. The rapid spread of the financial fallout in the United States of America throughout nearly the entire world, affecting jobs and livelihoods, underscored the interconnectedness of the global economy. 

The USG went on to show the links of the crises to the weaknesses in global governance and pointed to the need for coherent policy responses when he stated as follows:

“These multiple dramas have unfolded simultaneously and have exposed major weaknesses in our mechanisms of global governance for facing up to these challenges. While the strong desire for quick economic recovery is understandable, getting “back on track” would mean returning to an unsustainable path of global development. Sustained and widespread future prosperity will require major reforms in global economic governance and new thinking about global economic development.”

In its assessment of the lessons to be learnt from the crisis, the Report questioned the premises of prevailing economic beliefs. On page 155, the Report in a section entitled “The crisis: exit strategies” asserted:

 “The global economic crisis has shown that the premises of the prevailing economic policies, in particular the belief in the primacy of the market mechanism to optimize resource allocation and maximize welfare, were faulty. 

On this score, Sha Zukang, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs was once again very forthright in his conclusion:

The international community must face a key fact, namely, that the pattern of uneven development brought about by globalization so far has been sustainable neither economically nor environmentally, nor has it been feasible politically. 

The late President of Guyana and founder of our Party, Cde Cheddi Jagan, made a call to World leaders on May 1st, 1994 for them to work together towards a New Global Human Order. In 2000, 2002, 2007 and 2010, the United Nations General Assembly passed resolutions aimed at “promoting a New Global Human Order.”

In his appeal, Dr Jagan stated:

“This post-Cold War period has stimulated our hopes that a new world order can be established on the basis of mutual respect, equal opportunity for all peoples, the consolidation of democracy and human development.

A renewed opportunity is now afforded to place the welfare of our peoples at the center of national and international efforts. Our peoples have the right not only to political freedom but also to the full development of their attributes. To this end we should strive again, as expressed in Article 1, paragraph 3 of the Charter of the United Nations: "To achieve international cooperation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character." Only then can sturdy and lasting foundations for international peace and security be established.

We must resolve to reverse the gap which has been developing between the richest and the poorest countries. The divisions between the rich and the poor in the industrialized societies in the North and in the developing and underprivileged societies in the South, as well as the distance in attainment between the North and the South have been widening considerably since the early 1980s.”

The global crisis has provided painful evidence of the weaknesses of the present system. Our Parties need to utilize the UN declarations and resolutions to advance the demands of the working people which are central to a resolution of the global failures.

Our Parties also need in this period to return to its strong demonstrations of proletarian internationalism in support of all struggles against the forces of Imperialism and Reaction for peace, democracy and social progress. 

Imperialist forces in times of crisis have worked with greater unity to divert popular struggles from their natural directions through selective targeting of special groups which have not been effectively embraced by progressive forces. This has most strikingly been seen in the recent uprisings in the Arab countries.

Our Parties need to extend meaningful solidarity with all struggling peoples and to develop the highest levels of unity possible.

And most importantly our Parties need to intensify our efforts to educate the working people to develop greater understanding of their realities and to strengthen their resolve to struggle with greater purpose for the realization of immediate and long term goals.

Long live the unity and success of the Communist and Workers Parties of the World ! 



