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Allow me first of all to thank the Workers’ Party of Belgium for inviting us from Danish Communist Party to this seminar, thereby creating the possibility for us to present our views, and take part in the discussions.

The crisis of the capitalist system creates new challenges as well as new opportunities. The objective situation has through a long time been mature for socialism in Denmark, what is lacking is the subjective factor: A class conscious working class, a struggling trade union movement and a strong communist party.

The crisis confirms that Marx and Lenin were right. Capitalism and imperialism is not capable of securing a life that is safe and worthy for human beings.. The crisis has created better conditions for us as communists to criticize the very capitalist system and place socialism as a possible and necessary alternative. People are looking for alternatives now more than ever and they no longer believe the bourgeois lie that there is no alternative to capitalism.

Our approach towards the capitalist crisis is two-sided. On the one side we are struggling against the consequences of the crisis for the working class. The bourgeoisie is with all means trying to make the working class and the people pay for the crisis of their system. We take part in the daily struggle of defending the rights and the welfare of the working class. On the other side we are agitating ideologically for socialism as the alternative. Through this two-sided approach we try to strengthen our party.

At the time of the last seminar we launched a youth campaign with the slogan « Capitalism is in a crisis – would YOU like to pay the bill? ». Our youth work within the party and one of the goals set up by our 2th Congress in 2008 was to lift our work among the youth. The objective of the campaign was to raise concrete demands that would create a better life for the workings class and the youth and then link the demands the ideological struggle for socialism.

Through militant street agitation, café-nights, film-nights, street theatre and education in Marxism-Leninism it was possible for us to activate young friends of the party and making them party members and turning young comrades into militant cadres.

Our youth work has gone from almost not existing to having active youth branches in the biggest cities and ambition of more.

For a new policy - for a new government

For ten years Denmark has been ruled by a coalition of neo-liberal rightwing forces. At this point, the government is in a deep crisis, and the perspective for a government change is opening up with the upcoming national elections this year. The Danish Communist Party demands the fall of the present government, but at the same time we raise the slogan for real political changes. We see it fitting that in order to secure the support of the trade union movement and popular movements this future government should fulfil the demands of the working class. Therefore we are now struggling in the trade union movement in order to make the movement make its own demands to a new government.

However we refuse to put the future of Denmark in the hands of the populist spin of the parliamentarian forces. Even the present opposition namely the Social Democrats and the Socialist Peoples Party have agreed to implement the euro pact. Therefore they will be forced by the euro pact to follow a neo-liberal policy if they are in government. We maintain our strategy of demanding total withdrawal from the European Union, therefore we condemn the present opposition for supporting the EU.

A new government is possible, but a new policy requires a change in the relation of forces in favour of the working class, the revolutionary and communist forces. 

On the war against Libya

Under the pretext of defending the Libyan people, the U.S., France and Britain launched a large-scale attack on Libya. Embarrassingly enough, with the active participation of Denmark, decided by a unanimous parliament.

The popular revolt in North Africa and the Middle East has been directed at the region's tyrants and despots, but we have also seen increased resistance against the Western powers' involvement in the region. The leaders of the region have for decades cooperated with the U.S. and the EU.

They have delivered oil and suppressed all that could threaten political stability. They have been among the largest buyers of weapons from the powerful war industry of the NATO countries.

With Saudi Arabia in the lead, a number of the most reactionary Gulf states decided to suppress any attempt of riots and protests in their countries. They have already sent troops to Bahrain, and are murdering innocent civilians who are fighting for freedom and democracy.

The war against Libya however is not actually in the aid of the protesters. In fact it is part of the superpower's plans to ensure that their interests are not threatened if the tyrants fall. Peace, freedom and democracy cannot be created by bombs.

Now the bombs fall over the Libyan cities. It is war. This is not a humanitarian mission. The tracks from both Afghanistan and especially Iraq scare us. Again the imperialist powers are trying to conceal their true intentions behind promises of freedom and democracy. This has cost more than one million civilian lives, and neither the war in Iraq nor Afghanistan has lead to freedom or democracy. Why should it be different in Libya?

We say no to the Danish war participation and support any attempt to establish a ceasefire. We support the people of the Middle East and Northern Africa in their struggle for democracy and liberty. However it is clear that the imperialist powers with their war on Libya merely are trying to maintain their power over the region and its oil resources.

Our newspaper – the daily worker (Arbejderen) - has so far played a leading role in the struggle against the war and our party website as well as the website of our newspaper are more visited and read than ever.

On the 3th Congress of Danish Communist Party in November 2011

2011 is a congress year in our party witch of course leaves a mark on our internal party activities. We have ambitiously performed two huge party discussions in all of our branches. One of them is about our new party program and the other is about how to organize the communist youth including the discussion of the generational shift within the party.

On our new party program

Towards the 3th Congress of our party we decided to make an additional program to our principal program. It is a program for democratic and anti-monopolist reforms, witch point towards socialism. On the basis of an analysis of the capitalist crisis we want to create a program for the development in a revolutionary, anti-capitalist and anti-monopolist perspective. It is a program that gives a direction for the struggle of the working class and its struggle for political, economical and social reforms aimed against the power and interests of the monopoly capital. Including:

· Reforms that strengthens the democracy

· Reforms that strengthens the public sector and the collective welfare

· Reforms that redistributes wealth from the bourgeoisy to the working class

· Reforms that increases the power of the capital including nationalizations

· An anti-imperialist foreign policy

The program has been debated in all our party branches and the amendments of the branches are being implemented right now. The next step is the open and public debate of the program trough our newspaper where the program will be printed in its full length and through public meetings.

On the organization of the communist youth

For the discussion about the organization of the communist youth we have made two documents. Firstly An external document with the title « The youth and the class struggle » witch is an analysis of the situation in the struggle of the youth. Secondly an internal document with the title « The organization of the communist youth » witch is a summarization of national and international experiences with the organization of the communist youth work and it concludes that our party must  create a communist mass youth organisation. 

The document stresses that such an organization must be the responsibility of the party, the organization must be officially linked to the party, the ideological basis must be Marxism-Leninism and that the organization must be adapted to the youths ways of organizing.

However it is also a conclusion from our work and discussions that we do not have sufficient strength to launch such an organisation right now. We need:

· More young members

· More and better young leaders

· To further develop our politics regarding the youth

· To expand geographically and to expand our contact to and influence in the mass organisations of the youth

As the conclusion of the party discussion our national board has made the suggestion to the 3th Congress in November that we will launch the process of reaching the mentioned goals in order to form a communist youth organisation in the future.

After the congress we will stand stronger, ideologically armed with a new program, and with new steps towards a youth organizations, we will be better fit to struggling against the crisis, for the rights of the working class, and for socialism.
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