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Dear comrades and friends! 

Allow me, on behalf of the members of the Politburo and Central Committee of the Party of Bulgarian Communists, to congratulate the organizers of this seminar, the comrades of the Workers’ Party of Belgium (PTB), for giving us the opportunity to discuss important questions of our movement, namely, "Building and strengthening of the communist parties in the period of deepening systemic crisis of capitalism. " 

1. The nature of the crisis of capitalism

The present world crisis began as a financial crisis, and in the most developed of the capitalist economies - the United States. This led to the fact that most of the world economists took this crisis for just another economic recession. Very soon, however, when a quick exit from this crisis was expected, the crisis hit the real economy of production . In February 2011 the well-known Bloomberg agency announced that the U.S. is practically in a state of bankruptcy, ... and that "a huge fiscal hole is delayed for the next 75 years."

- the general economic crisis 

The general economic crisis began 5 years ago, first of all, as a crisis of the liberal model of capitalism. As everyone knows, in the early eighties, Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher were strong supporters of this model that is defined by the market fundamentalism and a complete disregard for social consequences generated by the action mechanisms of the market. 
In the late eighties - early nineties, the system of real socialism collapsed in eastern Europe, led by the Soviet Union. 

This event delayed the failure of the Reagan/Thatcher model by 15 - 20 years! 
But this time is coming to an end, and, of course, the economic crisis will turn into a political one. 

 - the system crisis 

Our party, the Party of Bulgarian Communists (PBC) said that the current crisis of capitalism is the crisis of the entire economic system of capitalism, although the economic crisis has not passed yet into a political crisis. To date, however, the economic losses of capitalism are being covered with the help of the military operations, bringing instability into many countries. 

Political analyzers of the Time Magazine , Fareed Zakaria and AR Rahman, most recently  argued, based on statistical data, that the amount of investment in research and applications in the U.S. has slipped from the first place in the world into the sixth, and the amount of citizens' savings - into the 84th place. By life expectancy -it has slipped into the 27-th place, by the relative number of people with higher education - from the first place into the 12th. 
Precisely because the political crisis is inevitable, the communist and workers' parties should be aware that the world imperialism has yet to be hit by another crisis - crisis moral, political and spiritual.

- expected political consequences 

In this case, we must be very careful not to understand the crisis as a crisis only in economic terms. It may divert our attention to the search of only economic solutions to the crisis, thus preserving the system itself, the existing capitalism. 

We do not think that the crisis will include only the economic dimensions of the capitalist system, though some, mainly European, parties are of the opinion that the crisis could be "overcome" in the existing socio-political framework of the economic system of capitalism. 

2. State of the modern communist movement 

Describing the state of the modern communist movement, we should pay attention to: 

 - the lack of unity in the European and world communist and labour movement

There is no capitalism-friendly solution to the current crisis of the modern capitalism. The most powerful, in military-political sense, Western countries have registered negative, or in the best case, a minor growth of gross national product. 

At the same time, countries like China, Brazil, India, Turkey, South Africa have registered a very impressive economic growth against the background of their relatively limited military and political potential. 

Such a balance of power is fraught with real danger of a possible global military conflict. 
Communist and workers' parties of the world are the only political force that could take advantage of the universal world crisis of capitalism! 


- the organizational and political crisis in which our movement currently finds itself.


The Eastern European countries, led by the USSR, were a sort of unifying centre of the world communist and labour movement for 40 - 45 years. 

The collapse of the socialist system in Eastern Europe led to the complete disintegration of the communist and labour movement, especially in Europe. 

In most of these countries there are now several Communist Parties, which in most cases do not have a significant social impact. That is promoted as well by the furious anti-communist, bourgeois propaganda, which seeks to disable all leftists: communists, socialists, social democrats …


- the theoretical crisis of the international communist movement 

In addition to the organizational disunity, as it is often the case, there appeared also ideological opposition within the working communist movement. 

In Europe, there appeared a new kind of opportunism, which is characteristic for the communist movement. It should be noted that this type of opportunism is very similar to the opportunism of the early twentieth century. 

- New trends in the international (European) communist and workers' movements 


In the last decade of the twentieth century, leaders and theorists of social democracy saw the collapse of real socialism as a triumph, as a winning for the social democracy itself.  However, something strange happened: instead of taking over this free ideological and political space from communists space, European Social Democracy has made a right turn, thus becoming a sort of socialist - liberal political movement. 

In essence, social democracy has left its own ideological and political space empty, and some European communist parties were caught in this space as in a trap. So it is, in our opinion, a new opportunist trend - the so-called "European Left." It was the "European Left" who have added to their program the idea about “overcoming the crisis while preserving the European Union (EU) as the pinnacle of achievement of the European people's civilization".

The Party of Bulgarian Communists (PBC) esteems that the EU is a geopolitical project of the big Western European bourgeoisie. 

Project goal is to cope better with competition with other superpowers: the United States and Japan. 
The European Union is not a union of the peoples of Europe, moreover, it creates an artificial tension in the working class of each given country, such as racist attitudes towards  immigrants from other countries. 

Xenophobia, the growth of nationalist sentiments against immigrants, is a manifestation of the division within the working class. 

Such phenomena are not the subject of interest of the "European Left." We have no doubt that this party will receive assistance from major European capital, sometimes in indirect ways, sometimes open. 

Another potential danger to our movement is the emergence of radical political formations, that look left-wing, whose ideology is a mixture of neo-Trotskyism, anarchism and the extreme left-wing populism. 

All these circumstances are very harmful to our work, because in the course of deepening of  the political crisis in Europe a new form of fascism could appear. Such manifestations are observed in France, Austria, Holland, Belgium, Finland, the Baltic countries, where far-right forces are expanding their political influence. 

Such forces are different from the classical period of fascism between the two world wars, but their social base and essence are the same. 

Therefore, such forces are in fact a strategic reserve of big capital in  case of  upcoming of the possibility of building socialism in Europe. 

3. Ways of reviving the international communist and workers' movement 

- The question of restoring the unity of the international communist and workers' movement 

A fast restoration of this unity on a global scale and at once is practically impossible. The reason for that is in the very specific conditions in different regions of the world, that are requiring careful application of the positive experience of those countries or regions where the unity of communist and workers' movement is successfully implemented. 

What we think possible, is to restore the unity of communist and workers parties in one country or region, such as in Europe, or separately in Eastern Europe or the Balkans, etc. 


What we need, is:


- a clear political and ideological and theoretical delineation from all the deviations from the already approved and adopted principles of Marxism-Leninism. 


- the abandonment of some dogmatic approaches that do not take into account the changes in contemporary capitalism. We need to monitor the threat of a revival of neo-fascism, to re-evaluate, if necessary, the role of the working class in modern bourgeois society, to analyze the possible forms of transition from capitalism to socialism, etc.; 

- to introduce the practice of regular meetings of the Marxist-Leninist parties of the European countries to discuss the current situation of dynamic change in Europe and the world. 

- to establish a permanent coordinating body of the united communist and workers parties of the European countries, in order to exchange experience and to co-ordinate their actions. 

Dear comrades, 

Unfortunately, it is not us, not the Communists, who now can define "the route" of the society on a global scale. 

Yet, objectively analyzing the ongoing processes in the world, and coordinating our actions, we must constantly strife to restore our leading role in the global political process. 
Only our conscious need for unity can give us a push forward, to the construction of socialism!
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