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The strengthening of the communist parties
in times of a deepening capitalist systemic crisis

Communist Party of Brazil (PCdoB)

We salute the realization of this new edition of the International Communist Seminar. We congratulate especially the Workers Party of Belgium for creating the conditions necessary to our yearly meeting. Along with other multilateral spheres, this one plays a positive role as it allows the fluid exchange among our organizations. It is a personal honor to take part in this moment and have the opportunity to share those days with comrades from many parts of the world.

The issue being debated here is very adequate and necessary: “The strengthening of communist parties in the present and worsening situation of capitalist systemic crisis.” Granted, the balance of forces in the world has suffered the impact of the dynamics and course taken by capitalism.

The grave crisis of capitalism that began in September 2008 once again revealed the intrinsic nature of the crisis of capitalism. It has caused dreadful effects to peoples and nations, particularly today with the hegemony of financial capital in the logic of capital reproduction and the international division of labor. It indicates the inherent limits of the system in offering humankind material and spiritual progress to all peoples. The project of socialism will remain alive due to the antagonistic contradictions generated by capital, by exploitation and the oppression promoted under its aegis.

On the other hand, under the system’s intrinsic dynamics of unequal development combined and heightened by the free flow of capitals while the monetary policy systems of nations remain domestic, the crisis has spurred a reconfiguration of forces in the international system. It is not manifested in the same dynamics and intensity all over the world. It is much more acute in the system’s core (USA, EU and Japan), which are now burdened by heavy financial and social charges, while big developing countries, such as the BRICS, reacted more promptly and are retaking growth.

This fact resonates in the political sphere with the deepening of basic contradictions in the international system, which is facing increasing coordination and regulation difficulties. The world is more unstable and marked by the relative decline of power in central nations and the very role of the USA and its currency. There are trends towards greater multipolarity in the international arena. 

Despite that fact, American imperialism and its European allies are baring their claws. The actions taken by the Obama administration attempt to maintain the current American system of hegemonic world power and to suffocate trends towards multipolarity. The USA and its allies in NATO extend the military occupation in Iraq and are prolonging a war in Afghanistan and Pakistan that has already become longer than the aggression against Vietnam. Earlier this year we saw imperialist countries once again using the UN as a tool to open a new war front in Libya after Iraq and Afghanistan.

PCdoB energetically condemns the imperialist military aggression against Libya, which will not solve the internal conflict, but will contribute to aggravate it instead. There is a civil war taking place in Libya and it is necessary to respect that country’s independence and territorial integrity in order to achieve a political and peaceful solution to the conflict. The Libyan people are able to find the route to promote development, democracy and social progress in a sovereign fashion without foreign military intervention. 

PCdoB values the development in the political stage that took place in Latin America and the Caribbean during the last decade, which is characterized by a general growing democratic and progressive trend and, at the same time, by the sharp American decline in the region. Despite the enormous influence of the USA in the region, it is facing decline and the new developing reality sees Latin America as an outstanding arena of resistance and search for alternatives that is favorable to revolutionary forces and to advanced ideas. 

Those developments provide a frame for strategic challenges in the struggle for socialism. PCdoB reformulated its strategy for its struggle, concluded in its 12th Congress. That way, it directs the struggle for a new national project of sovereign and democratic development characterized by broad income distribution and regional integration in the South American subcontinent. In the immediate perspective, it involves the fulfillment of structural democratic reforms in Brazil, namely the education and health reforms, the urban and land reforms, the democratization of the communications media and the financial system and the political-electoral reform. 

Under the particular conditions of the Brazilian experience – and, to a certain extent, of the Latin American experience – the victories of democratic forces has been based on the constitution of broad fronts that express the interests of the majority of workers and the people and, on the other hand, have been successful in isolating the main enemy, namely the powerful international financial system that overcomes the interests of policies aimed at national and social development and progress. 

PCdoB acts independently as part of a democratic government that is in power since 2002 due to the electoral success of the left. Now it achieved a third unprecedented victory of popular forces that elected Dilma Rousseff as president. The elections were characterized by political polarization between two antagonistic fields – the patriotic, democratic and popular forces on the one side and neoliberal forces on the other side. The broad coalition that supported Dilma Rousseff’s candidacy counted with left-wing and center parties, as well as with a broad coalition of unions, students and other popular movements. Among the main reasons that led to the third victory of the progressive forces in 2010 is the fact that the differences between the programs of the two opposing candidates had become clearer to the people.

The administration of Dilma Rousseff derives from Lula’s – it is a continuation based on a better inheritance, though in a more adverse international environment. PCdoB supports the struggle for its success and is part of it. It believes that, based on achievements reached in the last eight years, on the force of its broad political and social underpinnings and on the leadership and progressive political profile of president Dilma Rousseff, it is possible to fulfill the commitment made with the people of “continuity and advance.” The demands and possibilities needed for such advance are high, as it aims at the eradication of extreme poverty, increasing investment and development, the further democratization of society and the maintenance of a sovereign foreign policy and regional integration. Even more urgent is to reunite ideal political and social forces in order to allow its own full defense of the nation’s interests, especially in the field of macroeconomic policies.  However, it will be possible to achieve the eradication of the extreme poverty in the country, the greatest scourge deriving from the iniquitous income distribution. 

The Lula administration – and now Dilma Rousseff’s – had a democratic and progressive character, though they are not exactly left-wing administrations, let alone revolutionary ones. However, we understand that their success in fulfilling changes is the route to accumulating forces in Brazil. Such is our movement: accumulating forces to promote revolutionary and structural changes in the Brazilian society. 

To this end, according to our party, the following points characterize strategic issues:

· Act with an independent political perspective according to PCdoB’s Socialist Program, increasing the strategic sense of the communists’ struggle, socialist identity and the borders defining the militant and unified character of communists;

· Act with a daring political perspective presenting ourselves as an effective alternative in elections to take advantage of the democratic potential that allowed tens of millions of people who benefited from development to enter the field of political representation on the progressive side;

· Consider that, along with the electoral project, we communists have to outline political projects of increasing social insertion, highlighting the representation of workers, the youth, women and the advanced intelligentsia, especially in the filed of the driving forces constituted by social movements, in order to enter the political dispute in society regarding the directions of the administrations and also to accumulate party victories;

· Understand that accumulating strategic forces demands the combination and political action in broad fronts and action inside governments with political independence and our own electoral force – always maintaining the social struggle that characterizes communists and the struggle of ideas in order to gather conditions, convictions and forces to achieve deeper changes in society;

· The strategic factor of victories will always be the strengthening of the communist party, without which victories are ephemeral. Without such a party characterized by a revolutionary character, a marxist-leninist party skillfully conducting the political struggle with a firm strategic guideline there will be no lasting success. During the last 15 years we have been going towards a daring renovation or party conceptions and practices that is turning us into a truly influent and respected communist party of cadres and masses in the Brazilian political stage. And ours is a principled communist party of modern features, acting according to the proposed strategy. We renovated the Party Statute so that this party with a contemporary streak, having the face and feel of Brazil, strongly identified with the people and national characteristics, at the service of the strategic struggle. We developed a renewed Cadre Policy and made a renovated effort to endow the party with “More militant life to a party the size of our socialist ideas.” To that end, we are proud of PCdoB’s communist identity, which openly defends its historic mission of fighting for socialism before the Brazilian society.

The Communist Party of Brazil has begun the celebrations for its 90th anniversary on March 25, 2012, when we will hold a great internationalist activity, probably in Rio de Janeiro, to which all comrades are already invited. The Party extends its presence to many spheres in the political, social and ideological struggle. It is organized in Brazil’s 27 federative unities and is being prepared to reach 500 thousand members, working to increase its grassroots militancy among workers, the youth and women. It values its relations with the progressive intelligentsia, with the world of science and culture. It makes efforts to enrich marxism-leninism with which it tries to reach a better understanding of the Brazilian and international reality. It is aware that the struggle of workers and the people is the driving force of change and gives its best in developing connections with social movements and its manifestations. 

In a few words, that is the experience of the Communist Party of Brazil that we are sharing in this ICS 2011 with our comrades in a frank, open and fraternal debate with a view to contribute to the knowledge of common experiences that potentiates “the strengthening of communist parties in the present and worsening situation of capitalist systemic crisis”.

Walter Sorrentino,

Member of the Central Committee of the National Political Commission and National Secretary of Organization, PCdoB
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