19th International Communist Seminar

Brussels, 14-16  May 2010

“The consequences of the economic crisis and the intervention of communist parties” 

www.icsbrussels.org , ics@icsbrussels.org
Communist Party of Malta

Learning Lessons from practical experiences of communist parties in mobilizations, conscientization, mobilization, and organization

The deep rooted capitalist crises, brought forward by Neo Liberalism, which is now is in its moribund stages. In Greece, where the Greek Government in its effort to save its bankrupt economy, have imposed on the working population of Greece harsh austere measures, which are being rejected by the Greek Workers, who are out in the streets shouting “we don’t want bailouts for bankers and industrialists, we cannot be blamed for their mistakes.” In reference to the loans, that the Greek Government, is getting from the World Bank, and the European Union.

This crisis is also being felt in other European Union member states mostly in Southern Europe, namely Spain, Italy, Malta, and also in Republic of Ireland a Northern European country. All these countries, are within the Euro zone.

Not in just these countries, but most of the ruling governments in the countries of the European Union have in fact told about the economic situation in each respective country. Prime Ministers have been boasting that the recession brought about by this crises, is now in check, progress have been made and economies, are now recovering,  and total recovery, have been declared on the eve of general elections.

The crises in Greece, exposes these falsehoods. “If the economies in Europe are doing wonders, how can Greece endanger the Euro, if it does not come out of the crises?” 

Bourgeois administrations are hell Bent on making the working class pay for their bad policies, and for not keeping a check on what bankers industrialists are doing behind its back. 

In Malta the present centre right administration, which has managed to hold on to power by a mere 750 votes, during last general elections, and is hanging on to power by a recent Parliamentary fraud, is stating like all other European governments that the Maltese economy is in shape and that recession has been kept at bay. Yet, exorbitant electricity and water bills, are being sent to each and every household, with the excuse of the high cost fuel. One thing contradicts this excuse when the international price of oil went down. These bills went up in price.

In Malta by EU standards, wages are still low. The middle wage per week around 210 Euros earners, which the majority of the labour force are finding it very difficult to pay these bills, and the lowest wage earners who are paid around 157 Euros are having their electricity and water supply taken away from them as they could not afford to  

Class distinctions and poverty, which were eradicated in the 1970’s are now, again visible.

The working class in Malta is on the retreat, and much of its hard fought for rights have been taken away Solidarity strikes are now illegal.  Trade Unions are finding that they have lost much of their strength. In this scenario the Social Democratic Labour Party have taken an opportunistic stance, by moving more to the right, in an effort to gain more votes. The majority of the working class which supports this party is being alienated and seeing no difference between the two large parties thus finding it more easy to vote for the right wing party which is responsible for the economic disaster during it’s 20 year in office.

Precarious employment is on the rise. In the recent privatization of the Post Office, were most of the old employees continued on working in another Government department. Those newly employed were either employed on a definite contract, as temporary workers, or as another category  called self employed which meant they have to pay all the Social benefits tax which normally the bulk is paid by the employer, plus the fact that, they receive minimum wages, and basic benefits like paid and sick leave is denied to them

Being a predominantly a Catholic Malta, the Communist Party can only manage to attract few numbers and is no position at present to join in an electoral venture. The Communist Party contested the 1987 General elections, obtaining a disastrous result.  Divorce and abortion are illegal in Malta; the Catholic Church has hegemony on all aspects of life in Malta. 

The Communist Party of Malta tries to influence the working class through a newspaper Zminijietna, which is published quarterly along with other leftwing activists. The process is slow and, progress can only be achieved when another student or young worker joins our rank. However we try to make our voice heard on several Press Releases which we publish from time to time. This fills us with hope and we will keep the struggling on. 

Coming back to the economic crises much has to be learned from what is happening in Greece were the working class under leadership of PAME and the guidance of KKE are struggling against great odds to hold back the measures that the PASOK Government wants to introduce. In “The State and Revolution”, Lenin states:

“The Petty-Bourgeois democrats, those sham socialists who replaced class struggle by dreams of class harmony, even pictured the socialist transformation in a dreamy fashion—not as the overthrow of the rule of the exploiting class, but as the peaceful submission of the minority to the majority which has become aware of its aims”

This will lead as Lenin continued to the betrayal of the interest of the Working Class, and this is exactly what the pseudo socialists are doing in Greece, 

And it also shows how right, are the Greek workers to revolt, against such measures. We the other Communist and workers Parties must support and give our solidarity to the Greek worker today for tomorrow it will be us in the streets. We must strike a blow and rid Europe of the capitalist system as it is being done in Latin American Countries. All the working classes in the EU member states should rise up, and take Karl Marx advice to unite and break away the chains, and struggle along with the Greek Working Class for a Socialist Europe free from capitalist exploitation
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