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Capital Crisis, the struggle

 and the importance of the youth

Dear friends

Economic crisis affects youth most. Young people distressed by the neoliberal attack have been in search or an answer for the problems more than ever before in the last twenty years. 

Massive youth demonstrations were held in England, France, Italy, Germany, and Greece etc. in the last few years.

As for the youth of Turkey, they show reactions against, not only USA and European imperialism, but also against the government; although it is not country wide nor a united struggle. Substitution of the slogan, “Another world is possible” for the slogan “Socialism” was not managed because depredetation of revisionism has not been overcome yet. However, sympathy for socialism among young people is growing much more than it was twenty years ago. 

The first reaction to injustice has mostly come from the youth. The young masses have a great potential to change things. That is why the hegemonic classes have strived to poison, pacify and make them obedient for ages and have tried to consume the energy of the youth in unjust wars and nationalist movements. Their huge energy and boldness is used to extend the life of a power that acts against the interests of people. The ones who are exploited under the worst conditions are young people. The ones who are firstly driven to war are young people. Yet, all these efforts have not stopped them from searching what is good, what is nice and what is right. Young people have always been at the frontline of the great historical struggles.

Labour Youth, which is directed by young members of our party, is in charge of organising and mobilising young masses. It is also a party school and a cadre resource for the party. 

Labour Youth Central Executive Committee is organised at schools, neighbourhoods, production units in provinces and towns as unit organisations. Its organs result from the elections from “bottom to up” in the congress held once every three years. Although Labour Youth is directed by young members of the party, there is no obligation to be member of the party in order to become a member of Labour Youth.

Labour Party held the 5th Congress in November, 2008. The previsions stated by the party in the process of Conference and Congress has already proved to be true in real life. The Party has made the issue to organise the struggle of labourers as the central duty of its agenda so that the bill of the crisis will not be paid by the labourers; and has defined the task of uniting the labour masses as an essential duty. EMEP, who emphasises that it would not be sufficient to conduct a general propaganda against crisis, called for such an organisation of masses organised around the demands imposed by the crisis to favour the rise of struggle. Working class party of Turkey (EMEP) delegated responsibility to work in this direction to all its organisations and Labour Youth in the 5th congress.

Labour Youth, as a youth organisation of working class party of Turkey is not only in charge of organising young masses but also of agitation in accordance with the policy of the Party. Labour Youth has renovated itself in conformity with the decisions of the 5th Congress by taking more responsibilities concerning propaganda-agitation and expose in order to unite and rise up the young masses against the effects of crisis and capitalism.

20.000 students were fired and some of the students who work part-time stopped being paid as soon as the Social Security and General Health Insurance Law inured on 1st October, 2008. Studying or graduating from the schools has become more and more difficult for myriads of young people. The university students who were fired and academic assistants who lost the chance to be permanent staff by the article 50-d started to act together and take to the streets.

The government taking advantage of the crisis limited the subvention for primary and secondary schools and reduced the budget allowance for the universities. The tuition fees at universities were raised up to 12%. The prices of canteen, expenditures of stationary and education contribution fee have come to an unbearable point together with the problem of crisis at secondary schools.

Kurdish students held demonstrations with the demand of education in mother tongue almost in all schools and in all Kurdish provinces.  Myriads of people participated in the demonstrations to stop oppression on the Kurdish students in their demand of education in mother tongue. While even the primary schools turned into demonstration areas, the demand of regional equality was also heard in the demonstrations. Attacks by fascist gangs and provocative attempts increased at universities and president Abdullah Gul interfered in the elections of university rectors again. Youth of Turkey from different nationalities need to be united around these problems and demands. It is inevitable that the struggle in each unit will proceed in different forms over these problems. At first, youth will start to fight in small scale then the struggle will turn into a more forceful mass movement. For this reason, Labour Youth has made the decision not to work for the day, in a routine, unplanned, unstable and intermittent way. The work today requires to form base organisations in the units and to organise propaganda and agitation activity over the daily demands of young masses much more than ever before.

Today in most countries the youth have syndical-academic organisations but in Turkey the organisations of the youth were subjected to oppression and anti-democratic practices and eradicated. The Youth movement in Turkey did not have the chance to improve through its own organisations. One of the most important reasons for this is the ever-lasting oppression of the state. Another is the effect of the narrow minded and defective petty bourgeois understanding. This second reason resulted from an understanding that “put itself in place of the young masses”. This caused internal division and prevented the development of the youth movement. Therefore, the youth movement and struggle could not get away from being limited and disorganised. 

The youth organisation of the revolutionary workers party has not only kept a distance with such sorts of mentality and organisation and such approaches to the action and the masses but also haven’t held back from criticising them and trying to get them into the correct platform.  

Labour Youth are trying to unify the vast part of the student legations against the impacts of the crisis. Certainly, one of the most important requirements of the student movement is to build up the student legations, councils, sport groups, art groups, fan clubs etc. in every faculty, high school and province and to gather the representatives of all these organisations and to set up the struggle centers. 

The capitalist crisis is obviously crushing mostly the young workers and the labourer children of the poor regions. The work life which is turned out to a hell with dismissal, flexible work and the unpaid leave also suffers from the de-unionisation and the attacks to the worker organisations. The children of the impoverished families cannot get education, accommodation and nutrition and thousands of workshops are getting closed. The activity against the crisis should focus on these oppressed and exploited sections of the young people. The demands such as job, assurance of the future and the education right have become more critical for the young workers and impoverished young people. Obviously, there are certain difficulties in having activities in the working and impoverished youth. However, considering that the crisis, which is oppressing the young workers, will get tougher, these sections of the youth will struggle more for their future and look for organising.

Considering the above mentioned (crisis, youth movements, potential of struggle, attacks etc.), it is obvious that the youth needs means which will show the facts, enlighten itself and reflect its voice. There are many things for the youths to learn from the backlogs of the class struggle and both nationally and internationally action and organisation examples. In order to provide this in the rhythm and the sensation of the daily developments, the means of struggle should catch this daily rhythm as well. The newspaper as the daily workers’ press and the workers’ television, which have been presented to the working class and the people with the lead of our party, is supplying enormous opportunities to the youth movement of Turkey and to Labour Youth. All the communist youth shall mobilise further to use and strengthen every means of struggle in the most effective way without underrating them.

The failure of the bureaucrat trade unionism has put the necessity of regenerating the trade union movement in a struggling base forward urgently. One of the essential grounds of regeneration is the young worker generations and their organising movement, which are forced to work without union, insurance or any other rights and under minimum wages or even less. 

The targets of our youth organisation, such as building up the struggle organisations for the demands of young workers in industrial regions, advancing the planned organising activities among the secondary education youth and especially in the craft schools, organising the university youth for the academical and scientific demands together with other sections of the university can only be achieved with the help of our party to the youth via the party units which it shall build up in Labour Youth.

Usually the comprehension of socialism in our country and in the world is built up on a crooked basis. This ideology that is fed by the international revisionism is actually a comprehension of socialism without working class. That is why the important task of providing the youth with the working class socialism is waiting for us while the youth is walking with the slogan “We are the future!”. 
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