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THE YOUTH, ONE OF THE STRATA WHICH SUFFERS BECAUSE OF CAPITALISM A HIGHER DEGREE OF PRECARIOUSNESS, EXPLOITATION AND ALIENATION.

We start form the concept of the youth as a social sector that changes and develops depending on the social, economic and historical conditions. Despite some differences in the class, culture, ideological, sexual and age composition, the youth is “social force” that has common aspirations and interests, being the majority of the youth from the working and popular strata.

The youth is a stage of incorporation to “adult life” in many aspects, but mainly it is a crucial stage of life, where we develop as social individuals and where learning plays a fundamental role. We must point that this intense and dynamic process of learning creates a conception and vision of the world from the youth, and their social and political role. In this stage of education, the values of the dominant class express their hegemony among wide youth layers. 

The youth is especially affected by the dominant ideology, there are many mechanisms of social control created by the system which are particularly directed towards the youth in order to develop attitudes and values consistent to its neoliberal project (consummerism, competitiveness, success at any cost, vanity). 

The anticommunist ideological offensive developed with particular emphasis in the recent decades by capitalism in the sphere of the ideas succeded in scattering the discredit of communism, thanks to a  historical interpretation, a class interpretation, a bourgeois interpretation of the socialist experiences.

It is clear that this anticommunist heritage has an influence today among the youth, mainly through the whole bunch of ideological state apparatus: study programmes, mass media, and the edition of a lot of literature which is openly liberal and anticommunist, but also in a much more subtle way, less systematic, through other “leisure products” such as TV series and even videogames which are very popular among the youth today.

They try to naturalise the current state of things in society, making us believe that capitalism is the only possible system and that it is very difficult or even impossible to change it.

The working youth is also today, due to its recent incorporation to the productive system and to the labour market, one of the most affected strata by the very high levels of working precariousness, short period jobs, exploitation and they are very vulnerable to marginalisation and social exclusion. They earn the lowest salaries, what makes it very difficult to enjoy any kind of personal independence, and a major part of the youth does not have a job related to what they have studied.

These situations, although they do not unleash the due answer, are the root of important protest mobilizations in Spain. One of the most important has been the revitalisation and activation of the struggle against the Bologna process in the higher education, the response of the youth in face of the fascist and racist threat and others like the massive demonstrations in solidarity with Palestine or the anti-monarchist and republican initiatives. Furthermore, some of the strongest repressive blows from the state have been directed to prevent and hinder the expressions of the youth's struggle.

THE WORK OF THE COMMUNISTS AMONG THE YOUTH.

HOW TO ADVANCE IN THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMUNIST YOUTH? 


· The necessity of the communist youth organization.

The youth has a different way of doing things, of expressing itself, it has its own experience, its own dynamics. The youth approaches to the ideas of social transformation in a different way than the adults. The experience of the communists shows that it is necessary to have different organizational elements, attitudes and methods which solve this needs from the youth: that is why the communist youth is necessary. 

In the context of the recovery of the communist project in Spain, the role of the youth organization is today to accomplish in a proper way the responsibility of bringing to the widest youth strata the communist alternative in order to organize them for the struggle.

In order to succeed in this task, the communist must be aware of the specifical conditions in which the youth develops its life and relationships.

Thus, in the PCPE we believe that the existance of a communist youth organization is essential. An organization that, from its organizational autonomy and being consistent with the project that it shares with the Party, will have the task of organizing the youth and establish relationships with the youth struggles.

The CJC, Collectives of Young Communists, the organization of the Marxist-Leninist youth in Spain, aspire to have an organization which is in permanent action, but also in a permanent process of reflection and debate about how to multiply its intervention day after day and become a reference of struggle in the youth movement, as a real tool for the confrontation with the system.

With that path defined, the CJC are aware of their main tasks, which are: development and improvement of the youth character and vision of the organization, try to articulate the widest unity and coincidence of the youth in every place and level of political activity in face of each concrete mobilization, in order to win the hegemony among wide strata of the youth movement, bring the most consciuos sectors of the youth to the knowledge of Marxism-Leninism and build a system of values confronted to the capitalist cultural domination.

· The youth's own method of work.

In their 6th Congress, the CJC decided to overcome the lack of youth perspective in their daily intervention in the problems.

For that, our youth has been debating about how to adopt a method of work which is more related to the youth, a method that, respecting the working rules of democratic centralism, is based in the flexibility in the methods and the strength in the principles.

Working to achieve a youth style of work must drive us to the conclusion that the communist youth organization must be aware of every phenomenon that takes place among the youth, in the political, cultural, ideological and social fields. It is their duty to study that phenomenon, to know it, to understand it and to give a coherent answer which is consistent with our principles.

From this we can obtain the style that has to impregnate all its tasks (meetings, activities, demonstrations...). This is how we will be able to achieve that the youth around us will be identified and see itself reflected in our ideas and our practical work. We have to achieve that being a militant, for a younster, will be something nice, cheerful and combative.

The design and the slogans in the propaganda have to be able to connect with the youth in order to accomplish their goal, the new technologies used today by wide youth strata have to be put to the service of the revolutionary struggle, the lenguage that we use has to be close and understandable, without abandoning the combativity of the message, we have to generalize the youth intitatives, adopting different formats depending on the moment and the goal, always with a political content, be it a video-forum, a conference with a party after, an educational workshop with a higher participation or a cultural or sport activity.

We believe it is important that the communist youth has its own discourse, if they think it is necessary, in those mobilizations where they participate with the Party, trying to achieve that the youth finds itself in the struggle for its interests and rights.

There are still a lot of things to improve in this kind of initiatives, but the CJC are at this moment working in our country in this direction, breaking the prejudices that move away the youth from the communist activity.

· An active communist youth united in the struggle with the other youngsters and participating in the fronts and social movements.

The PCPE and the CJC, in addition to our own work as organization, participate in the wider struggles and in the mobilizations. They aspire to that every communist militant participates at least in one front or social movement, and that such participation is the result of the planification of a collective strategy and tactics. 

The youth organization has the main task of participating in the youth struggles and promote them in a wider sense that will determine in each case the character and goals of that struggle. 

That is why, for instance, the communist youth is present in the universities through its militants, who have to become active agitators and creators of consciousness around them. Anyway, this may not be enough, so each local organization can also intervene through organized activities, giving pamphlets, giving information and putting posters inside and around the education centres. 

In order to obtain the paralization of the privatizing plans will need from us to promote assemblies in which other progressive yougsters can participate, with much more flexible working dynamics. Nowadays, the CJC are discussing how to intervene in every city and faculty and high school, if there is a student movement in those places or not, if there are conditions to promote it with our militants and with other youngsters or if it is more convenient to participate directly as a communist youth organization.

Some experiences tell us that the best way is to promote from inside the centres the structures of youth organization in which to develop the struggle with other youngsters. The intervention as communists is necessary, but there are some case in which this fact can not substitute the need of a much wider movement.

Some of those genuinely or mostly youth fronts are an exclusive task of the CJC. The CJC try to bring there the vision that connects those fronts with the more general problems which have their root in the capitalist system.

In this path, the CJC are constantly participating in other fronts through their militants, for instance in the antifascist youth movement, state-wide, the antiimperialist front or the republican front (in these two together with the Party).

In some cases the CJC promote the fronts, in other cases the CJC work in them, always trying to let those who share our goals to know us. Thanks to this work, the Party and the youn communists have gained new militants or developed relationships with other organized youth sectors.

· A youth organization that can be a school of communists. 

Most of the youngsters who contact with the communist youth for the first time do not know anything, or know very few, about the Marxism-Leninism, the Leninist organization... and it is a whole process to begin to understand these concepts. The attitude of the organizatio should never be to leave behind all the possible militants, but to work with each person instead, to be able to incorporate them to the organization, to know how to obtain commitments from them, to increase their level of consciousness, following and analyzing at each time the political priorities.

The CJC define themselves as a school of communists, understanding that they do not only have the duty of providing a “fight position” to the most conscious youth, but also to provide them the necessary experience and the education to face the daily struggle to overcome the capitalist system.  

In order to achieve that goal they are woking in several directions. On one hand they organize, once a year, the Central School of Education, the most important educational event in which militants from all over the country live together for several days and share a series of theoric and practical activities and also leisure activities, mainly focused in improving their knowledge of the Marxist theory and promote the active participation of every militant in the collective work, and also to promote the friendship and comradeship bonds. 

On the other hand, through the ellaboration and spreading among the militants of educational materials, with initial issues on historical materialism, Leninist organization, class feminism or political economy, or even directed to promote the reading of the classic and contemporary Marxist writers. 

Apart form this, the youth works in order to advance in the organization of regional schools, an issue on which there are some experiences already.

· The ideological struggle among the youth

The discredti scattered by the ideological apparatus from the sate and the disgraceful history of renounces and betrayals of euro-communism have favoured the hegemony of the liberal socialdemocracy over the youth in our country, thus kidnapping their progressive and revolutionary potential. That has meant that the communist youth has to develop its militancy today starting from a much more unfavorable conditions that we would like. 

Those weaknesses that we are overcoming today have been the main cause of the fact that the more consciuous youngsters who hare today searching its place in the political struggle identify the hammer and sickle with some distrust, or even in those territories where the nationalist component is more developed, they decide to participate in other interclassist organizations.

Having this in mind, the work of the communists for the recuperation of the revolutionary project that can be a referent for the working class and the popular strata, including the youth, of course, means a necessary, inevitable and unequal ideological strubble that is expressed in every intervention in the class struggle in our country in order to recover the good name of communism and its social acknowledgment as an ideology of emancipation for the working humanity. 

This way, the goal of winning the consciousness of the youth for the struggle for socialism and communism is a fundamental step and the best guarantee for the future of the revolutionary project of the Party and the activation of a strong and combative youth movement in the country.

THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE PARTY AND THE YOUTH ORGANIZATION

The PCPE, in our 8th Congress, declared once again the importance of a higher degree of commitment with the communist youth, and we are aware of the big responsibility in this stage of reconstruction and offensive of the revolutionary project in order to settle the groundings for its growth and consolidation in the organizational and ideological fields. That growth and consolidation should be concreted in the improvement of the abilities of the communist youth and, on the other hand, in the consolidation of a dynamics in which the youth represents the main way of growth and strenghtening of the party.

Recently, a meeting held between the leaderships of our Party and our youth organization was very useful in order to place a document for debate among the militants of both organizationas about the improvement of the understanding in the daily work of each one in every territory, about the organizational autonomy of the youth, the rythms and methods of work of each one, about the responsibility of the Party in the education and giving example, and other elements directed to overcome some paternalist attitudes that leave the youth doing less political tasks or absorbing its cadres in order to fulfill duties of the Party, instead of using them in the youth work.

The youth project needs the political experience and the education from the Party, but it has to develop its own initiatives, build its own work experiences and generate its own spaces, always from the commitment and loyalty to the revolutionary project and the particular situation in each country.

The communist parties must understand the importance of the struggles protagonized by the youth and include in their political project alternatives to their problemas and interests. The party must adopt the demands from the youth movement in face of the neoliberal attacks and thus help to achieve the higher degree of vinculation of the youth struggles and the workers' and social struggles. This should be a strategic goal for us.

