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Socialist Party of Latvia

Dear comrades, participants of the International Communist Seminar!

The Socialist Party of Latvia (SPL), which remains firmly based on Marxist positions, pays constant attention to the issues of young people. It is confirmed in the resolutions of our Third Party conference under the motto “Youth without hope = Latvia without future”. 

In his speech at the XI Party congress the Chairman of SPL comrade Alfred Rubiks mentioned that “an equally important task of the party remains the strengthening of its ties and rise of its influence in the popular masses, especially among workers and young people”. 

What is the reason for such attention of our party to the issues of the youth? If we look at our reality, we see the necessity of rescuing the young generations. In our country we witness the decline of the population, the mortality rate is higher than the birth rate, and the number of kindergartens, schools and hospitals is declining too. 

We are concerned about the quality of teaching under shortened curriculum in our schools and universities. There are less and less free of charge institutions/facilities for students, it has become difficult for a poor person to get education. Students are forced to work in their free time in order to pay for their studies and housing. 

Middle range of professional/technical education especially suffers. In order to become a carpenter, one has to pay for the studies; this education has become purely theoretical, without practice. There are no working places for young people because of the crisis. In Riga there are 35 unemployed candidates for each available vacancy and, of course, young people are at the bottom of the list because they do not have practical experience. The employers hire them on a probationary basis. 

The government doesn’t have a proper picture of what sort of specialists will be required in the future. Graduates of universities with diplomas of journalist, lawyer, and economist cannot find any work...

Young people believed commercials of the banks and took out loans, and now they cannot pay them back. Rich young people are going to Oxford, Harvard and Sorbonne and the poor can only become migrant workers in Western Europe. Because of this situation we see mass exodus of young specialists who do not see any future for them in Latvia. According to statistics, almost one in ten Latvians is already working abroad and 50% of university graduates would like to work abroad. Even school dropouts are trying to find work abroad – in order to earn some money that would allow them to continue their education.

The health and even lives of young workers are in constant danger due to unsafe working conditions in our factories. 

Even in their leisure time young people practically have no place for proper recreation, their free time is fully commercialised and their human weaknesses are being exploited. Aggressive and tasteless commercials are luring young people into casinos, disco clubs where drugs are a common feature. Radio- and TV programs are educating young people on how to become frivolous, amoral, and indifferent towards what is happening with society, selfish individuals. Money cult, cult of profit at any cost and cult of violence are being promoted. We have to put a halt to this influence of bourgeois propaganda on our young people, because at the moment our youth has nobody to look up to, and young people are deliberately being drawn away from politics. 

Latvian government only finances nationalistic youth organisations. Propaganda of Marxism in schools is forbidden, Second World War veterans, as well as others who are well respected in our country, are not allowed share their testimonies with schoolchildren. But instead it is seen as normal that Latvian president Mr. Zatlers, speaking in front of schoolchildren, admits that he likes being president, even though he is really a doctor by profession and worked as a surgeon for a long time. There is no state program for organising leisure time for the youth in Latvia. The discontent of young people was expressed through pickets, demonstrations and protest actions that took place in Riga on the 13th of January. The Socialist party of Latvia calls upon the young people not to be indifferent to what is happening. Instead of dreaming about wealthy life abroad we should fight for the achievement of our life goals and interests at home, in Latvia. Our work for the realisation of the decisions of the Third conference and the 11th party congress has led to a rise in the activity of party’s youth organisations. The practice of having Round Tables, discussions, lectures for young people, meetings with war veterans, trips to the war glory sites, have proven to be well worth it. We were able to create a youth wing of the party’s supporters that is under the leadership of a student of the Latvian Medical Institute, and who is also among the ranks of the party’s leadership. In the current climate of general political and economic crisis there are more and more young people joining the ranks of our grassroots. Among those who became Socialist party members in 2008, 40% are young people, workers and students. Often when they join the party they immediately ask to have a task assigned to them. Where and how this young enthusiasm will be streamed largely depends on the local cells’ party secretaries. Young people are actively taking part in electoral campaigns – in the European Parliament elections and local and regional administration’s elections.

Every candidate gets a large support group, organized around him, that includes not only party members, but also supporters and agitators. Young people take part in elections as observers, they also take part in public actions of elected representatives, in meetings with the electorate to create a better image; spread newspapers and propaganda materials. 

A group of elected representatives of the Socialist party of Latvia in our Seim (Parliament) is now working on a draft of a “Law on Youth”, because in 18 years of Latvia’s independence such a law still hasn’t been adopted. 

One of the goals in the program of our Socialist party of Latvia is to learn how to speak with modern-day young people, how to find and tackle issues that are of major interest and concern to them, without patronizing and without having preconceptions; how to help to understand each other better, how to explain to them who their enemy is and what is happening around us. 

We remember the words of Lenin that ideas become a material force when they conquer the masses. The task of our party is to convince the young people with both words and deeds that we are right in our ideas and in our practical work. 

Speaker V. Fedotov



