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On the Global economic crisis  

Dear comrades and friends , 

We would like to thank once more PTB for the hospitality and the opportunity it provides us today to exchange views on a particularly serious issue, the issue of the global economic crisis. This crisis is an expression of a deeper crisis, which is inherent to the capitalist system and discloses its historical boundaries and the necessity of its revolutionary overthrow. 

From the first moment KKE (the Communist Party of Greece) assessed that although the economic crisis first appeared in the sphere of the circulation of capital, it cannot be detached from the contradictions in the sphere of production and the relations of class exploitation. 

Today, the developments confirm that a serious crisis caused by the overaccumulation of capital is manifested, since considerable capital cannot reach the sphere of production in order to guarantee an adequate percentage of profit. It is a crisis of the capitalist way of production, which aims at gaining capitalist profit and securing the enlarged reproduction of capital itself. 

Crises develop on the ground of the basic contradiction between the social character of production and the capitalist appropriation of its results. They inevitably break out due to the nature of the system itself, the anarchy, the uneven development of branches and sectors of production, the undermining of the purchasing power of workers and the race of competitiveness. Therefore, crises were, are and will be the inevitable destiny of all capitalist economies. This shows us that capitalism is not almighty. 

No management policy can relieve the capitalist system from its internal decay and prevent the outbreak of capitalist crises, no matter whether the government is formed by right or “left” social-democratic parties. 

The last crisis also “blemished” the vision of the EU, unveiling the myths that surround it and disclosing its real anti-worker anti-people profile. 

Furthermore, on the ground of the crisis and the consequences of the uneven development, the contradictions among imperialist powers are heightened. That does not occur only between the USA and the Franco-German axis of the EU, but also because of the dynamic emergence of the rising BRIC (Brazil – Russia – India – China) that seeks to upgrade its role in the international agreements and regulations. 

Despite the efforts made by the imperialist union for the system to overcome the crisis “peacefully”, peoples should not forget that similar conditions led to two World Wars. Similar hazards lurk around today. Let us not forget that 10 years ago NATO violated the international law by bombing Yugoslavia and leading to the secession of one of its parts. Unfortunately, today there is not a counterweight such as the Soviet Union. Therefore, only the peoples, the anti-imperialist, anti-monopoly struggle can form a counterweight to imperialism and unjust wars. 

Dear comrades,

It is not the first time that when a cyclic crisis of capitalism breaks out in a country or a group of countries, there is an effort to cause disorientation regarding its nature and causes. There is no way bourgeois ideology and politics will admit that crises are no transient phenomena. Most of all bourgeois ideology refuses to admit the historical boundaries of the capitalist system and its contradictions. It is in the interests of the bourgeoisie to conceal the real causes, because it seeks to mislead people's forces. Since there cannot be a solution within the frames of capitalism, the working class, the popular strata should come up to  conclusions and act in order to prevent the worst to come. 

Which are the proposed ways out today? While liberal parties try to convince of the necessity for workers to make sacrifices, social-democrats and representatives of the “new-left” speak of the necessity of the redistribution of income, while cultivating the idea of class cooperation. However, the growth of consumption is not a cure, since redistribution is determined by the form of ownership of the means of production. There is a difference between real and nominal redistribution. Even more so, as the system possesses a lot of weapons, such as taxation, indirect taxes, labour relations, unemployment, price increase, to take back what it gives. 

There are proposals that seek to overcome the crisis, returning to tried out, outdated, Keynesian recipes. These proposals aim at stimulating demand and ensuring profitability, however, they do not appease people and do not suspend the consequences of the crisis. For certain, even if there is a temporary alleviation of some extreme situations for a part of workers, this will soon lead to a new cycle of crisis with worse consequences for the working class and the popular strata. 

The theory of underconsumption and supported redistribution conceals the rest of the factors that play a role in the outbreak of the crisis, such as: the liberalisation of the market, the free movement of goods, labour force, services, the competitiveness, the imperialist contradictions, the unevenness, the unequal relations within the EU that are based on dependence and mutual dependence, as well as the anarchy of capitalist production. 

The theory of redistribution leaves out class exploitation; in essence it argues that in order to get higher salaries workers should provide employers with all the more profits. 

The proposals of the “old” as well as the “new” social-democracy, try to conceal its compliance with neoliberalism and the fact that it became a pillar of imperialism. They aim at returning to outdated Keynesian-type measures, which do not aim at the class nature of power and the production relations, but aim at inhibiting the emergence of revolutionary alternative solutions for workers and peoples. 

Dear friends and comrades, 

 “So, what are we to do now?”, the bourgeois governments pose intensively this question aiming at ensuring the widest consensus of the workers, in order to support the big capital, further restrict the labour rights and wages and “rationalise capitalism”.

 KKE calls upon the people to turn their back to the misleading views about “regulation”, “rationalisation” and “humanisation” of capitalism that put the blame on neo-liberalism only in order to save capitalism, its management and ensure its perpetuation. 

 The conditions for the overthrow of capitalism might not have been formed yet, but the current conditions indicate that the developments can be accelerated in favour of the peoples. 

 The danger of the economical and political destabilisation of the bourgeoisie is a hope for labour and peoples’ forces, as long as they do not lose sight of the only real way out; united they should attack the “wounded beast” and not give it time to heal its wounds and recover.

The expectations of peoples and workers for emancipation can be realised only through the process of rupture with the power of the big capital, the imperialist blocks and alliances. 

 In the process of the class struggle, workers should reject the measures proposed by capitalists and their associations. They should not carry once more the burden of the crisis.

 They should promote their own platform of demands against the interests of monopolies and imperialists. In our country we support the important struggle of the class oriented movement, PAME (All Workers Militant Front) for the increase of wages and pensions according to the needs of the workers, for the abolition of VAT on mass consumption products, for the relief of borrowers, for exclusively public and free Education, Healthcare System, etc.           

Recently, in April 2nd and in Mayday strikes the two completely opposite lines of the working movement shown up. Tens of thousands of workers participated in the demonstrations of PAME the class oriented movement that is member of WFTU, in 70 cities throughout the country.  At the same time, the yellow trade unions of GSEE supported by liberals, socialdemocrats and opportunists as well, that are also linked with ITUC organized a weak manifestation with few people.

The road of the anti-monopoly anti-imperialist struggle of the working class, the social alliance, the correlation of forces can bring conquests, can prevent the worse to come and even undermine the pillars of the bourgeois power. It can pave the way for the workers to pretend not just to a “bigger slice of the pie”, but to the whole “pie” and the “oven” as well, that is the basic and concentrated means of production.   

The recent 18th Congress of our Party, that examined as a separate issue the enrichment of the programmatic conception of our Party regarding socialism, also reached this conclusion. The social property of the concentrated means of production, the central planning of the socialised production, the workers’ and social control constitute an imperative need that requires an overthrow at the level of power. 

We call on the working class, the workers and the peoples all around the world to join the struggle and united on the basis of their class interests and their fair aspirations to lead the cause of building a future of welfare, justice and peace; for the building of a new society free of class exploitation and suppression, for Socialism.  

To conclude, dear friends and comrades, allow us to make a comment. As the economic crisis is in progress, we are witnessing the new anti-communist initiatives of the Czech Presidency of the EU, the Council of Europe, the European Commission and the President of the European Parliament. These activities do not merely target the past; they aim at affecting the vanguard of the labour movement, the Communist and Workers’ Parties, in order to promote the anti-peoples’ measures more easily. 

It goes without saying that each party, each individual who considers himself left should condemn these activities unfolding within the EU.  

                               Kostas Papadakis

                                          Member of the CC of KKE

                                             International Relations Section



