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         Communist Party of Greece (KKE)                                                                                                                                         

We would like to thank the comrades of the Workers’ Party of Belgium for their hospitality and the organisation of the Seminar. The youth is rarely the main topic of CP’s meetings. We do not think this is an omittance. A weak orientation towards youth does not only disclose a weak intervention among the youth, moreover, from a class approach, it could mean that the intervention of each CP among the new guard of the working class as a whole is not in a satisfactory level. The CP’s bonds with the young part of the working class and the quality of these bonds with the working class as a whole in the long-term perspective are at stake. Thus, this work determines directly in which extent the overall objectives of a Communist Party and its strategic goal – socialism will have future and perspective. 

Imperialism intervenes in a complex way in every country and as a whole; it has further elaborated and adapted its priorities to current conditions. One of them is the youth, the aim of winning it over and especially winning over the new guard of the working class. Bourgeoisie not only arranges to buy off some of the salaried workers in monopoly groups, it is especially concerned about incorporating the younger parts of the working class and particularly those employed in the sectors of economy experiencing dynamic growth. However, these are the parts that can be awakened easier. Bourgeoisie is perfectly aware of that. On the one hand they aim at wringing the maximum surplus value, applying the maximum degree of exploitation and on the other hand they try to teach young workers to think based on the interests of their employers. This imperialist’s orientation obtains an additional weight in world capitalist crisis conditions. 

From our viewpoint the majority of the youth comes from the working class and is destined to join the working class except of course from the young workers that already belong to the working class. Guided by this conclusion, our party of course addresses to every youngster but is working in order to develop class criteria among the youth that will orientate its struggle on the side of the working class, since this is the objective interest of its majority. Youth and especially the youth that comes from the working class consists one of the major issues for imperialists. It is a very vulnerable segment, taking into account its limited social experience. 

KKE diagnosed the need to create a separate youth organisation. Thus, more than 40 years ago it took the decision to create an organisationally independent political youth organisation of KKE, under the ideological and political guidance of KKE. This choice has been justified. However, at the conference “on the action of the party on the problems of the youth and the support towards KNE” 3 years ago our party underlined that the work among the youth is first and foremost a responsibility of the party. This responsibility should penetrate the action of the whole party. Especially the ideological and political intervention among the youth requires the involvement of the party organs, the party forces, which have to have a common view on the youth and the intervention among it. The action of the party itself should open up the way and pave the path for the action of the youth organisation. The militant and particularly resultative intervention of the youth organisation can be lasting and have perspective only if the party itself sets the tone through its action, its distinct intervention among the youth, answers complex ideological and political issues adequately, can foretell tendencies, developments and strengthen its own prevision of the assault of big capital. Dealing directly with issues concerning the youth it will become more adept for addressing the complex requirements of the work among the working class as a whole, working for today as well as for the future. 

We consider that two examples from the action of our party will be useful to our conversation. The implementation of the restructuring starts from the youth. In ghetto factories, where thousands young workers work, only through the intervention of the party it is feasible to achieved tasks ranging from simply entering the factory to adequately answering complex questions posed by young workers, who are often influenced by the height of  arguments of the big capital. 

Another side, for instance, is the study of our party of the concentration of the working class and especially of the new guard of the working class in the various sectors of economy. The sphere of concentration of a critical mass of mostly young workers discloses the priorities of the capital, the branches it pays most attention to in order to wring the maximum possible surplus value. The intervention in these branches in particular acquires a special importance. The planning of this intervention is certainly a responsibility of the party. 

Since this orientation and the independent action of the party needs to be framed by a militant (first of all due to the ideological and political support of the Party) Communist Youth organisation, the Party implements the decision concluding that the secretary of the each party branch organisation is to attend the meetings of KNE. 

Our world view, Marxism Leninism not only proves scientifically what even the minor experience of the youth can confirm, that is, the failure of the system to satisfy the youths’ needs, it also shows the real way out. 

One of the most important preconditions is the heightening of the level of youths’ organisation. We set in order of precedence the youth, the young immigrants and their joining in trade unions. The communists in Greece force the yellow and compromised trade unions to enrol in trade unions young people no matter if they have insurance or not, independently of their labour relations. We communists support the class trade unions of Greece that rally around the All workers militant front (PAME). They work among a lot of youth through the youth secretariat of PAME. However, we insist on trade unions to be preoccupied themselves with the youth and not youth sections of trade unions to be created instead. We believe this does not help class trade unions to be orientated towards the youth in general. There are many examples of young workers who have been re-hired by transnational corporations – ghettos such as Carrefour and Renault following strikes and struggles organised by PAME and KKE. In the past months serious struggle has been developed in the chain of multistores “Jumbo”, against the dismissal of a trade unionist –member of KNE. Our party has intervened in hard work places, it also has considerable experience of organising the safeguarding of strikes outside factories, in which particularly young workers participate, despite the fact the majority of these strikes were deemed illegal and abusive. Young people go on strike, but in most cases they are not organised. The improvement of the orientation towards the working youth has a wider resonance on the work and influence of KNE despite the difficulties. 

It is also of critical importance to be orientated towards training schools. Through these schools young people who work in extremely hard work places can be won over. 

KKE and KNE develop significant struggle against the problems of the youth that studies in universities and technical education institutes, against the reactionary restructurings in Higher education. This year we deployed a special Party campaign in technical education institutes, where 60% of the students work parallel to studying. We develop current demands based on contemporary needs. In universities we take into account that the children of the working class are all the more excluded from them. At universities and technical education institutes forces of KNE and other struggling, radical-progressive students are activated within the list of Panspoudastiki, which gains 16% of the votes at the elections of the students’ Unions. Based on our orientation we sustain more forces and exert more influence in universities and technical education institutes where children of workers’ popular families study, where the barriers and unemployment are more apparent. 

At the same time the school students’ mobilisations continue for a third year in a row. School students manifest and organise their struggle forming the School Unions’ Coordinative of Struggle. They disclose more aptly the amounts paid by the popular families for education and especially what they will have to pay after the complete handing of schools to municipalities, that is, to companies. They disclose also the content of school. 

On the occasion of this Seminar we would like also to share with you some conclusions on the recent mobilizations of December in Greece. This struggle highlighted that during these massive mobilizations two main opposing lines were confronted; the one of the mass self guarded mobilizations of working class and youth with political demands (by far the most massive demonstrations were those of KKE, PAME and the School Unions’ Coordinative of Struggle all that days);and the other, of the forces of the margin that there was an national and international effort to be presented as the new movement. Such forces wearing hoods and accomplishing provocations misleading few luckily young people tried to defame and screen the masses of workers and youth that were on the streets from view. Their provocations were the appropriate alibi for bourgeois class and government to announce new reactive measures of suppression. Moreover supposedly antiauthoritarian groups and other provocative mechanisms generalising our experience from the last December have nothing to do with the movement. 

Dear comrades,

in parallel EU initiates the vulgar distortion of History conducting an anticommunist campaign, equating socialism-communism to the overt forms of bourgeois dictatorship, the Nazi and fascist regimes. The aim of this assault is to strangle the only way out of imperialism, the socialist way out. The persecution of KSM is not by chance. A militant answer to anticommunism is a term for the consciousness of youth not to be smeared by anticommunist mud. 

The celebration of the 90th anniversary of KKE and the 40th anniversary of KNE was a chance for tens of party and youth manifestations all over Greece to unfold. The presentation of the Party’s history, the militant defense of socialism, the highlighting of the periods of heightened class struggle, as was the civil war in Greece, were the best edification and preparation of many young comrades for their main destination, to become worthy party members. 

By calling for disobedience and indiscipline especially to young people towards the EU in the face of the European parliament elections on 7th June we cultivate the need of an overall rift and overthrow of the capitalist system. The new conditions that capitalist restructurings form require a strategy of counterattack with popular victory at the level of power as a perspective. This requires determination for rift, endurance concerning difficulties, preparedness for sacrifices. These sacrifices are inconceivably fewer than those imposed by incorporation and subordination. 

In these conditions, however, a democratic and progressive orientation in general does not guarantee or protect from imperialist pressure and interventions in the movement, in fact, they address conditions corresponding to past decades. 

The role of young communists in the youth movement, the political orientation and the way out that each CP systematically promotes in each country based on its strategy, can guarantee that the participation of the youth in the movement will contribute to its political maturing, its radicalisation, will prevent youth from being an easy opponent that can be incorporated. Nowadays more than ever the emancipation of youth cannot be achieved without youth standing on the side of the class orientated labour movement. 

The last years the Communist Youth organisations of Europe meet, discuss and act in common. This framework is of particular importance and not only because the youth organisations of the Popular and Social-democrat parties intervene systematically. While imperialism attacks the way out, mainly by promoting anticommunism, Communist Youth organisations should step forth and give an answer. Communist Youth organisations will enforce class orientation; will give priority to the intervention especially among the working youth. 

Several Communist Youth organisations played a leading role in saving WFDY in difficult circumstances. Nowadays, the international radical-progressive youth movement expressed by the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY) is in a phase of stabilisation, having been reconstructed grace mainly to the contribution of Communist Youth organisations. However, the difficulties and the barriers for a stable anti-imperialist orientation of WFDY have not yet been removed. 

The main remaining aim is to preserve and develop the anti-imperialist character and orientation of the Organisation, mostly for it to deepen, for resistance to pressure and the influence of social-democracy and opportunism to be achieved, since it often spreads among the youth through the so called NGOs and “voluntarism”. 

The international youth movement has to establish this orientation on the basis of contemporary conditions. It has to be based more distinctly on the class analysis of the developments and contemporary phenomena, to establish a strategy with a perspective that does not fit in the frames of imperialism, which struggles for the victory of the working class in the field of power, for the victory and defense of socialism. 

We can promote the intervention of Communist and Worker’s parties; this will be a major step towards the fulfillment of our revolutionary duties. 
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