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The communists and the Danish youth

First of all, I would like to thank the Workers’ Party of Belgium 
for the opportunity to attend this International Seminar 
and participate in the 
discussions about the situation of the youth and the Communist Parties in Europe. Hopefully, the ideas and experiences which we are going to share at this Seminar will strengthen our contacts and national parties
. 

In this presentation I will comment on three 
things: the political situation in Denmark and how it affects the Danish 
youth, the struggles that engage the 
youth, and the 
Danish Communist Party’s 
participation in this struggle
.    

As well as elsewhere in the world, the capitalist crisis is an important issue also in Denmark. The crisis is now starting to show its consequences which mainly affect the working class and ordinary people. 

Unemployment is growing day by day. Every month in Denmark, more than 5.500 people are loosing their jobs. Less than a year ago, about 50.000 working 
people were unemployed. At the end of 2009 it is expected that there will be more than twice as many. Although the situation may be worse elsewhere in Europe, it is important to take it serious in Denmark too. 

A glance at the statistic gives a very clear picture of those who is affected by labour shortages. It is first and foremost the working class, particularly in the construction industry, that is affected. In addition, the unemployment particularly hits two groups of young people. 

It hits a group of young people who are unskilled or with little education. Among them is a large proportion decided not to organize in trade unions because they believed in good times and were told that there were plenty of jobs to get. These young people are now without social security and with only little financial assistance from the state. 

Another part of youth affected by the crisis and unemployment, are young people who have just completed their technical
 and vocational training. They are now without any possibility of entering the labour market. 

The critical situation on the technical and vocational schools have for years filled the political agenda; and the trade unions, the student movement and the left forces have many times demanded solutions. So allow me to dwell on that issue for a while. 

During the technical and vocational training you are expected to have some months of practical work experience. But now very few workplaces allow these young people periods of the practical experience. They only look for profit instead of giving the young people a change. With the crisis this problem has become much worse.  

To summarize that means that a big part of the young workers in Denmark cannot complete their vocational training or get a job if they are lucky enough to finish the training. 

The student organisation and trade unions that represent these young people focus on this problematic situation and organize political campaigns with demonstrations and other activities. But to be honest we need them to be stronger and more active in this struggle.  

In Danish Communist Party we focus on these problems in our newspaper and various activities. One month ago, our young commission held a youth conference for all our young members, to learn about Marxism and to discuses the crisis and political alternatives to capitalism. Here we decided to focus even more at the young workers’ situation and organize a campaign including political materials and activities at technical and vocational schools. We also decided to strengthen our work in and towards the trade unions organizing young workers. 

Even though all statistics show that the unemployment is getting worse, our rightist neoliberal
 government is doing absolutely nothing. For a couple of month ago it presented a “packet” in order to solve the unemployment – as the ministers said themselves. Calculations show that the packet, at a yearly basis, will only save the number of workers from unemployment that are loosing their jobs every single month. 

The packet is not the only initiative taken by the government with a view – in its own word – to managing the temporary crisis. 

So did the tree ruling parties in February agree on a tax reform resulting in lower taxes for the rich. This reform is just another step to deepen the gap between rich and poor. A gap which is rapidly increasing, although it is still one of the smallest in the world due to the famous Danish “welfare” model. 

The young workers are not the only ones getting hit by our capitalist society and government. So are students at all level of education system. Although this system is far from perfect, it has until recently been functioning relatively well.

But since the neo-liberal parties won their first elections eight years ago, they has been taking money from the public sector and transferred them into the private sector. This strategy has very had very negative consequences for our education system. The quality of the teaching is much lower than ten years ago, the number of pupils taught by one and the same teacher in the public schools is increasing, and our school buildings are so worn out that teachers and pupils get ill when spending time there. 

At the university level, the Danish government is strongly inspired by the private education, especially in Southern Europe. Like many other European countries, it has committed itself to the Bologna process and the Lisbon strategy. What the EU calls harmonization, we in the Danish student movement call privatization.  

Our universities are at the moment going through a large and fundamental reformation process. They have reduced the internal democracy by giving private business a better representation than the students and professors. And whenever it is possible they try to push our free universities.

So they did with the tax reform from February which I mentioned before. Here the government tried to take away the student grant for the two last years of longer educations. It is a grant the state give us through our entire educational course from we turn 18.

The student grant is a right achieved by hard struggle in Denmark, and the unified student organisation at all level is strictly against every attack on this right. Therefore, faculties all over Denmark started to protest with one day occupations. The loudly protests won and we kept our right that time. 

Some weeks ago a group of Danish students participated the international network “Reclaim your education” and “the global week of action” against commercialization and neo-liberalisation of our education system. Faculties of two universities in Copenhagen went together in a tree day long occupation of the central administration. The protest ended up with sending busses to the EU-meeting about the Bologna process held exactly here in Belgium.  

Both the political focus and the methods are very advanced from a Danish point of view. But during the last years we have seen Danish students getting more conscious, more critical and more active. 

The Danish Communist Party has a very positive opinion of this development. In our youth commission we have members who are participating in the students’ activities. But we still need to be better to discuss the situation in the education system and, in this way, come out with real alternatives and visions for a future public education. 

We also have to be better, step by step, to show the student movement the direct relation between the education policy and the Danish EU membership.    

Related to the capitalist crisis, our democratic and political rights are under pressure. EU’s so-called “anti-terror” legislation, adopted after September 11th, is a very good example of how the people in power are trying to restrict our rights. The “anti-terror” legislation gives the police additional powers to spy on citizens by bugging their phones and computers, and it criminalizes any form of solidarity with freedom movements around the world, which the EU and the U.S. perceive as terrorists. 

In Denmark we have several organizations and movements, among them our own party and newspaper, that are deliberately trying to challenge the anti-terror” legislation through political activities. A large participation against this political agenda comes from the young part of socialist and communist parties and organisations. And the struggle had led to several lawsuits. Under the pretext of the war on terrorism, the Danish government criminalizes those Danes who publicly are opposed to the government’s policy and are opposing the curtailing of democratic rights.

A lot of political organisations certainly have done a good work, but we still need to increase the struggle, give it a wider perspective and let the working class and progressive people know deep consequences this law may have for our rights and our political activities and movements. 

In November 2008, Danish Communist Party held its Second Congress. Our young Party was founded two years earlier in order to unify the communist movement in Denmark and build a Marxist-Leninist class party with democratic centralism as the organising principle.

At this Congress, the crisis and its national and global consequences was an important pivot of the debate. 

For our party, it is clear that we must use this crisis to raise a fundamental criticism of the capitalistic system and sharpen the focus on socialist alternatives based on equality and with human welfare having priority to capital and profit. 

We are at the moment succeeding very well in publishing materials with Marxist analyses of the crisis. Beside, we are holding meetings all over the country about this topic. We experience that a lot of people are very interested in our political response to the crisis. Especially young people participate very curiously in our debates and political education. For them, we are the only party speaking out loud about the consequences of the crisis and the socialists’ alternatives. This, we see, attracts young people.    

But in Denmark as whole, wee are still in shortage of a broad progressive and unified movement fighting against the crisis. Our small party neither can nor should build up such a movement alone. But through our participation in the class struggle, in the trade unions, in the students, organisations and wherever we have activists, we can raise the discussions about the crisis, point out its consequences, mobilize and encourage young people to react.    

I have now pointed out some of the most important youth struggles in Denmark and how our Party is participating. I just want to add a little about the organization of our young members and activities. As some of you may now and understand after this speech, we are working all together – young and elderly – in the same party. Our young members are organised into local and national commissions where we discuss politics, express our opinion and make activism. We are also working with member from other socialist organisations. 

We do not see the situation without a real Communist Youth Organisation as an advantage. But we think it is the best solution right now. As long as we are still in the process of building up and strengthened our Party, we see it as necessary doing it all together. 

But depending on the political situation and our own development and building up, we have already planned to discuss the possibility of founding a Communist Youth Organisation before our next Party Congress in 2011.       

Dear comrades. Thank you for listening. It has been a nice experience to talk to you about the situation in Denmark. I look forward to continuing the discussions and struggling together with you against capitalism and its crisis, and for socialism and communism. 

 by Julie Malling, member of the Youth Commission of the Danish Communist Party
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�Der er måske et andet/bedre ord på engelsk?


�Korrekt ord at anvende på engelsk? Tænker det kan betyde fri i ”positiv” forstand





