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Comrade President and Comrades,

I begin my deliberation with greetings for you on behalf of my party, Socialist Unity Centre of India (SUCI), wishing all success of this Brussels International Communist Seminar 2005. At the same time, I congratulate the Workers’ Party of Belgium, PTB,   the organizers of this Seminar to have included the vital topic of experiences and tasks of joint work of communist and workers’ parties of different countries, to be discussed in the Seminar. In fact, since long our party has realized it and has tried to drive home the necessity of recognizing this issue as one of the most important ones that confronted and still confront the communist and workers’ parties in particular, and even the democratic-minded freedom-loving people of the whole world. It was not a mere assertion on our part; it was our deep realization we developed from the painful experiences about the Socialist Camp and the International Communist Movement. 

We are all aware that by the end of the Second World War, the imperialists-capitalists faced a tremendous disaster. On one hand, as the world capitalist-imperialist system entered the third general and intense phase of crisis, their economy tottered with insurmountable recession. Their politics was ridden with irresolvable contradictions and conflict for market among the imperialist-capitalist countries themselves. On the other hand, there developed a mighty socialist camp, encompassing about a third of the world and headed by the Soviet Union under the leadership of the great Proletarian leader Comrade  Joseph Stalin, along with the People’s Republic of China led by Comrade Mao Zedong, and a score of East European countries.  There was also a vast array of former colonies and semi-colonies emerging as newly independent sovereign countries, albeit in most cases with capitalism in power. However, because of the emergence of the socialist camp and the newly independent countries, the world market was unthinkably squeezed to the imperialists, thereby adding to their acute market crisis and recession. The world was on the brink of revolution.   

However, after the demise of Comrade Stalin, as modern revisionism raised its ugly head with Khrushchev usurping power in the leadership of Soviet Russia and the CPSU, the situation started changing. As our leader, the founder General Secretary of our party, Comrade Shibdas Ghosh characterized this: “…in the post-Second World War situation, imperialism was almost cornered and the 
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superiority and victory of the socialist system were being revealed at a stretch and it was emerging as a world system of states — what a calamity befell it just at such a time!”  The imperialist camp headed by the US imperialism, stepped up slowly, yet steadily, their tirade against socialism and communism and also their tentacles of neo-colonial exploitation. North Korea was an early victim, where, however, a volunteer force from the People’s Republic of China helped Korean people to thrust back the US design of overriding their country. Thereafter Cuba, Vietnam and a host of other African-Latin American and Asian countries became the victims one after another. The impact of existence of the socialist camp was nevertheless evident. It foiled, in many cases, efforts of warmonger imperialists, the US imperialism or others. As mentioned North Korea was a glaring instance. In Vietnam under the leadership of Comrade Ho Chi Minh, people inflicted upon the US imperialists their most ignominious defeat of the last century. But the attitude of the Soviet revisionist leadership under Khrushchev and later, towards imperialism, their nuclear war-phobia, also left their mark. Imperialist intrigues could not be, always or totally, thwarted.  Many of the anti-imperialist struggles could not find their desired end and scars remained. Countries like Korea were divided; Cuba suffered from imperialist sanction; the Vietnamese people had to undergo prolonged sufferings including huge loss of human lives and destruction of their country and its resources before they could achieve their final victory. Even the international communist movement suffered from disunity and confusion, more so from serious ideological differences between the Soviet and the Chinese Communist leaderships.  

Rise of reaction that started with this advent of modern revisionism, reached its height with the debacle of socialist camp, with capitalist counter-revolution swamping Soviet Russia and East European countries and thereafter China. The deterrent or restraining effect that the socialist camp, even when the revisionists headed it, had on the imperialists, was simply lost. Led by the US imperialism, the latter started fresh and intense attack on the world without socialist camp, the so-called unipolar world of theirs.  In the economic field, it ventured to rein 

the entire global market under its capitalist-imperialist exploitation from behind the smokescreen of the newly hyped slogans of denationalization of economy, slogans of Globalization- liberalization. In essence these meant nothing fundamentally different from the cosmopolitanism of imperialist finance capital, its flight across the national borders to exploit the raw material and labour of any land whatsoever. It was the same character of imperialism that Comrade Lenin had elaborately pointed out and explained in his invaluable thesis on imperialism as the highest stage of capitalism. The difference lay in the jargons, in the scale and intensity of imperialist onslaught. At the same time, and more so, imperialists, headed by the US imperialism started flexing muscles of overlordism and militarism. It came up to thrusting war, entirely unilaterally, on this or that weaker developing countries of the world.  They did not hesitate to trample all international norms and conventions, even the sovereignty and freedom of

the victims. The UN was shamelessly used as their rubber stamp or simply by-passed. Worldwide wave 
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of protests reflecting people’s opinion against war and imperialism was ignored.  

 On the other side of the scenario, the communist forces that were still operative in different countries and the international communist movement itself were pushed to complete disarray and confusion—ideological-political-organizational. In cases it even amounted to capitulation to the enemy, capitalism-imperialism. Peace-loving people of the world, even the progressives, fell victim to the imperialist campaign and started to believe that it was the capitalism-imperialism that was going to decide the destiny of mankind, the future of the civilization; they thought it was the capitalists-imperialists who were to control the course of events to follow only at their sweet will.  Toiling people all over the world and even the communist parties were struck dumb, were at a loss. At that stage, our party, SUCI, realized that with the socialist camp not existing, and the restraint it could work upon the belligerent capitalist-imperialists no longer there, it was all the more necessary to develop mighty anti-imperialist struggles in countries all over the globe, forming broad-based anti-imperialist fronts or forums with communist at the core in each respective soil. Those struggles, as and when made conducive to the struggles for emancipation in each country, would weaken the world system of capitalism-imperialism. At the same time developed with the object of elevating them further to militant peace movements in each and every country and coordinated and integrated into a massive global movement in the long run, they were sure to emerge as people’s movement against unjust imperialist war and exploitation, as the only course left to the toiling people of the world to put a brake to and thwart imperialist war efforts 

and onslaughts. We did not hesitate to make it clear that we were all prepared to extend our fullest cooperation and support to any party that were to take initiative in fulfilling this historic task at a critical moment of the world revolutionary movement.  With this understanding and idea, we approached the PTB, as they were already successfully carrying out the task of conducting international communist seminar. We had also realized that to bring about proper coordination and integration of anti-imperialist struggles of different countries into a massive global movement, it was necessary that communist and workers’ parties and forces of different countries must not only form the core of the movement in their respective country. At the same time they must strive for coordination and concurrence among themselves at the international level, based on the principle of unity- struggle - unity, through exchange of their experiences of struggles in their respective soils and through threadbare ideological discourses on problems confronting the struggles. It remained the course for the communist and worker’s parties to help people develop an effective resistance to the undeterred and one-sided onslaught of imperialism, led by the US imperialism. Also this was the approach and way that could create a congenial atmosphere and the ground for ultimately developing a communist international. Here we must add that in the face of increased imperialist onslaught, the urgent need of concerted attempt to initiate mighty anti-imperialist movement in different countries of the world is felt by and agreed upon by all concerned. 

However, painfully enough, it is not materializing into concrete efforts.    
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On our part, we convened the Calcutta Convention in November 1995, with representatives of a number of fraternal parties, including the PTB, Communist Party of Cuba, All Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) from Russia, The New Communist Party of the Netherlands, Socialist Party of Bangladesh as also representatives from Germany, Patriotic Front of Zaire and others. From there, we set up an All India Anti- Imperialist Forum to organize anti-imperialist movement in India. Since then the Forum has constantly moved with the task of developing anti-imperialist struggles in India on different relevant issues. All through this period, we maintained constant and close contact with fraternal anti-imperialist forces as well as communist and worker’s parties of different countries of the world.  But never did we take the idea into our head to develop an international platform at our unilateral effort and leadership. 

Events to follow have proved that we were not far from truth. The patriotic Iraqi people have proved our contention that people fighting for the just cause of freedom and peace can hold back even the most belligerent of the imperialists from carrying through their design.  Apparently without any communist leadership, the resolute freedom-loving people of Iraq have foiled the US imperialist effort of occupying their land. The more resistance they put up, the more and more weakened will be the US imperialists, even with all their arsenals and dollars. 

The instance of Iraq as also the series of unprecedented massive anti-war demonstrations of hundreds of thousands of militant volunteers of peace on the streets of even the mightier imperialist countries, including the USA itself, have suggested that the ground was ripe. The latter have even raised slogans like ‘Down with capitalism’, ’Down with globalization’, ‘We march for socialism’. All this revealed that people’s power to stand in favour of peace and freedom was in the offing. It only required our efforts to weave these and other anti-imperialist movements into coordinated and organized mighty global peace movement. Had we been able to develop such a movement globally, it would have stood up as a solid support to people of the countries like Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq and others that have fallen victim to brute imperialist aggression and killing. Rather it could have dragged the US imperialism and its accomplices into such plight as they faced in Vietnam.  As communists, we feel, our proletarian internationalist obligation prompts us to release all our initiative towards building up a movement of that kind. We must also place it, as we have done it earlier, to the communist and worker’s parties of each and every country that from the same obligation, they must also come forward unitedly to the same end. It is heartening to find that the Brussels Seminar has introduced the subject for discussion. We welcome it wholeheartedly. We sincerely believe that through threadbare discussions and exchanges, we will be able to evolve and frame concrete programmers and steps to build up massive anti-imperialist movements globally. 

We are aware that there may be important political differences existing among the communist forces and 
parties of different countries. Many of these, concerning questions of international communist movement 
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as well as stages of revolution and such others  for  different  national  scenes, may find their roots in the 

serious ideological differences between the Soviet and the Chinese Communist parties prevailing in the seventies of the last century. 

These and other fresh differences that may stand in the way of reinvigoration of world communist movement need be resolved through elaborate polemical struggle involving intensive bilateral discussions between different communist parties. The struggle in its turn is to be conducted with a free mind with a view to reaching the truth. Strength of any party should not come in the way of such ideological struggle; the criteria should be how correct its views and opinions are. For the purpose of polemics publication of journals in principal languages of the world presenting views of different communist parties, may be undertaken. Let the Brussels Seminar of world communists release the initiative. At the same time, let it try in all respects and ways to develop unity among the communist forces and parties of different countries on common minimum agreed points with a view to strengthening the all important fight against our common enemy of capitalism-imperialism, and in particular against their henchman, the warmonger US imperialism. Also as a mark of internationalist fraternity and solidarity to strengthen worldwide anti-imperialist movement, we may declare a few dates of the calendar for common observance all over the world with a common call. Assuring our best efforts to extend all possible help and support to such initiatives, I conclude with full optimism and expectation.  

____________
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