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The question before the communist movement today is how to reconstitute the communist movement as an international force that is immediately relevant to the needs of the working class. 

This is an especially pressing task for the revolutionary movement inside the United States and Europe. It is our task to address this question with planning and action in the oppressor imperialist countries as well as among all those from all the colonized and semi-colonized parts of the globe.

At the time of the forming of the Third International in 1919—by far the greatest achievement of working class organizations in history to that point—the task before the communist movement and parties in every country was to pursue and achieve proletarian revolution. The Third International was an instrument for the international communist offensive in what Lenin described as the “era of the proletarian revolution.” 

By its very existence, the Third International was a sword aimed at the heart of opportunism, social chauvinism, patriotism and those currents in the working class movement that were obstacles in the path toward proletarian revolution.

The unity achieved by the Third International, especially in its first period, raised the level of cooperation and solidarity among communists and revolutionary movements throughout the world. It directed and raised this to an unprecedented level.

Today, our movement is fighting on substantially different terrain. After the Soviet Union and socialist bloc countries were overthrown from 1989 to 1991, not only did the existing communist movement contract, it also changed its political orientation and, in some cases, disappeared altogether. Fidel Castro correctly called this catastrophic development the “greatest setback in the history of the working class.” 

Given the world situation today, the Party for Socialism and Liberation believes that the goal of revolutionary communists should be twofold: 

(1) We must give leadership to the mass movement against U.S. imperialism—the number one enemy of the people of the world. And we must do this without giving one iota of support to European or Japanese imperialism. 

Our opposition is to all imperialism. We must understand that the most pressing task is to build opposition to the march of imperialism. And while we carry out this practical work, we should attempt to bring political clarity to the mass movement and provide leadership where possible so that it is not left in the hands of the social democrats and pacifist forces.

(2) While being flexible in our tactics based on the need for a united front, we must be uncompromising when it comes to our movement’s principles. 

If we are not, the working class and young people will not learn from the movement and draw the conclusions necessary to sustain and propel the movement forward. This is necessary if we are going to use this movement as the beginning of a revival for revolutionary socialism.

Global imperialist offensive

The last 15 years has been characterized by the most intense imperialist assault, especially by U.S. imperialism, which has relied on disproportionate military power to blow open and knock down all movements that constituted obstacles to the unfettered march of capital. 

The most recent Iraq war is only the latest and most transparent effort. It is part of the U.S.-led global imperialist offensive.

However, the aggressiveness of U.S. imperialism, as we could anticipate, triggered a renewal of movement for global opposition. The seeds of the movement had been planted in the anti-globalization struggles of the 1990s.

After September 11, 2001, the anti-globalization movement crumbled in the United States. The U.S. used the attacks as pretext to go on an aggressive march for global domination. Immediately after September 11, the global anti-war movement was born. In the years since, it has proven to be unprecedented in scope, organization and coordination.

This movement is not fundamentally an ideological movement, nor does it have as its goal the destruction of capitalism. The mass movement now is ideologically diverse and includes all of the primary social democratic, pacifist, reformist and revisionist tendencies, as well as those who are revolutionary communists and genuine internationalists.

We must organize based on this reality. This is what we have tried to do in the United States. This global movement provides the basis of a united front against U.S. imperialism. Although not all elements are ideological, it contains the embryo from which we can start to reconstitute the global communist movement.

The U.S. anti-imperialist movement

The leadership of the newly formed Party for Socialism and Liberation were the architects of this orientation and strategy inside the United States. We, along with other anti-imperialist forces inside the U.S., formed the ANSWER Coalition (Act Now to Stop War and End Racism) within three days after September 11, 2001.

Several days later, we announced a mass mobilization against the Bush administration’s phony “war on terrorism.” 

The social democratic and pacifist forces were either intimidated or openly embracing the Bush administration’s bellicose proclamations and programs at that time. The ANSWER Coalition, however, galvanized mass opposition that had, at its base, an anti-imperialist message. 

This was apparent in its April 20, 2002 demonstration in Washington, D.C. On that date, over 100,000 people marched in the largest action in U.S. history demanding justice for Palestine as a central demand.

The ANSWER Coalition inside the United States then initiated what became the first global day of mass action against the impending Iraq war on October 26, 2002. Through this initiative, we made a contribution to what would become a truly global movement. This movement manifested itself on January 18, 2003 and February 15, 2003 and continued each week up to the March 20 “shock and awe” invasion of Iraq.

These massive demonstrations, numbering in the hundreds of thousands and millions, were stirring expressions of nascent anti-imperialism, even if the movement was ideologically heterogeneous on a global scale. The task of the movement at that stage was to initiate large-scale global activity against imperialist war.

After the “fall of Baghdad” on April 9, we immediately initiated inside of the United States a new phase of the mass movement On April 12, 2003, ANSWER mobilized a demonstration of 30,000 under the slogan “occupation is not liberation.” Other organizations in the anti-war movement, however, nearly ceased activity at the time. They were demoralized or worse. They did not have a revolutionary perspective.

Having spent years going to Iraq in the 1990s during the genocidal sanctions, we understood that the Iraqi people would not greet the occupiers with open arms. We knew they would not be running to place flowers in gun barrels.

We knew that the Iraqi people—having a long and powerful anti-colonial history—would take up resistance to the occupation.

As the occupation continued, slowly but surely, the pacifist and social democratic movement resumed activity. 

The ANSWER Coalition entered into a united front with these forces to build mass demonstrations on October 25, 2003 and March 20, 2004. On March 20, over 100,000 people marched in Washington, D.C., with over 50,000 in San Francisco, 25,000 in Los Angeles, and thousands more throughout the country.

It is unusual in the U.S. and perhaps elsewhere, that the anti-imperialist and the revolutionary wing of the anti-war movement, was able to both carry out a clear political line and exert and command organizational leadership of a mass movement. Through the strength of our organization and a principled, revolutionary outlook that resonated with the masses, we have been able to unite with others and work toward building a sustainable and ever developing movement.

Points of unity

For the ANSWER Coalition and the Party for Socialism and Liberation, unity in the movement is based on the following principles:

(1) Uncompromising opposition to all forms of imperialist occupation and domination. 

We are not looking for a kinder, gentler occupation of Iraq, Afghanistan, Haiti or anywhere. We oppose any sort of official UN sanction for imperialist occupation. We insist on complete opposition to all forms of colonial occupation. 

We want to convey to the U.S. working class that, if the U.S. is defeated in Iraq, they would not lose. In fact, they would benefit greatly by the vanquishing of their own capitalist ruling class.

(2) We support unconditionally the right of oppressed nations to self-determination. 

Only the oppressed nationalities themselves, and not the imperialist armies, have the right to determine their own destinies.

(3) We believe it is the right of all oppressed and occupied people to resist by using whatever means they choose to employ. 

We unequivocally reject any social democratic and pacifist forces who try to parse the resistance forces in Iraq into “good” or acceptable resistance, and “bad” or unacceptable resistance. It is the duty of working people in the oppressing country to give solidarity and support to the resistance. 

We also recognize that the armed resistance to occupation in Iraq has been the single biggest obstacle blocking the colonial pacification of that country by the U.S. imperialists. This is a point of political struggle inside the U.S. anti-war movement and elsewhere. 

Right now, progressive and liberal forces in the U.S. labor movement are hosting a labor delegation from Iraq that will tour many cities and towns. These so-called labor leaders all come from organizations that have denounced the armed resistance in Iraq under one pretext or another. It is not only odious that progressive forces in the United States are proclaiming which forms and forces of resistance to occupation are legitimate or not, but the process itself is an example of the continuing trend of accommodation and adaptation by bourgeois liberalism to imperialist reaction. 

For example, at the beginning of the Gulf War in 1991, these same liberal forces demanded that the U.S. impose economic sanctions on Iraq instead of invading militarily. In the run up to the last Iraq war, these forces demanded that the UN continue weapons inspections in lieu of invasion. 

We know about the effect of the sanctions on Iraq. Over 1.5 million Iraqis died under the U.S.-backed UN sanctions, including over 500,000 children under the age of five. They were an imperialist tactic to weaken the country and destroy its ability to defend itself. The so-called weapons inspections were initiated for the same means. 

(4) We oppose imperialism as a global system and all of its tactics—not just the tactics of war and intervention.

We believe that the essential element for promoting anti-imperialist and internationalist consciousness is to help working and young people inside the U.S. understand that our opposition to imperialism doesn’t stem from a disagreement based on tactics. 

Our orientation is to help them come to the understanding that imperialism as a world system uses a variety of tactics to achieve its desired end. It uses wars, interventions, economic sanctions, intrusive imperialist mandated weapons inspections, the IMF, the World Bank, the mechanism of world capitalist market and more.

All of these means are simply features of a social and economic order that is based on the domination of the U.S. and, by extension, the planet by a tiny sector of the population. That tiny sector is a class which we know as the U.S. imperialist ruling class.

(5) We seek to expose the class character of imperialism as a means of breaking the working class away from patriotism and national chauvinism, and building working class solidarity on an international basis.

It is through these basic points of unity that we seek to build a revolutionary, anti-imperialist movement in the United States to oppose all forms of imperialist aggression.

Cuba and Venezuela

To build unity, we must affirm our solidarity with the targets of imperialism. Right now, there are many. The imperialists are occupying Iraq and Afghanistan and are intervening or threatening Cuba, Lebanon, Syria, Iran, Venezuela, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Zimbabwe, Sudan, and other countries.

Critical to the international movement are Cuba and Venezuela.

For 45 years, the U.S. ruling class has waged war on Revolutionary Cuba. Military invasion, espionage and terrorism, biological warfare, economic blockade, diplomatic attacks and more have been utilized in the unrelenting campaign to recapture the only truly free territory in the Americas. 

Throughout the most severe difficulties and suffering brought on by the fall of the socialist camp, the Cuban Communist Party has affirmed its unbreakable allegiance to revolution, Marxism and the cause of the workers and oppressed peoples of the world. 


Having failed to crush Cuba by tightening the blockade, Washington has now embarked upon a new series of measures designed to cause greater hardships, step up internal counter-revolutionary activity and heighten tensions between the two countries, possibly leading to military confrontation.

To this end, international anti-Cuban terrorist, Luis Posada Carriles recently entered the United States and is seeking asylum. He is responsible for, among other things, killing 73 people on a Cuban airliner in 1976. His presence in the U.S., along with the unjust imprisonment of five Cuban anti-terrorist fighters—the Cuban Five, shows the true farce of the U.S. government’s “war on terror.”

The Party for Socialism and Liberation is playing a leading role in the U.S. struggle to free the Cuban Five and has coordinated international support for numerous actions taken in the campaign. 

In mid-April 2005, the ANSWER Coalition and the PSL immediately seized upon the opportunity to expose the U.S. policy toward Cuba by spearheading a campaign to oppose asylum for Posada Carriles. Along with progressive Cuban-American forces in Miami, we held a press conference to denounce his presence and demand extradition to Venezuela, where he is wanted for murder. 

Venezuela is also in the imperialists’ sights. The U.S. hopes to destabilize the progressive government of Hugo Chavez and reverse the gains of the advancing Bolivarian Revolution. Venezuela and Cuba are cooperating on a high level, with Cuba assisting the Venezuelan process at every step. They have provided over 14,000 doctors to work in Venezuela for free.

Supporting Cuba’s and Venezuela’s struggles for self determination are key components to building international solidarity.

China, the DPRK, Iran and the war against U.S. workers

The anti-war movement and revolutionary communist movement must be aware of the growing and looming danger of a U.S./China confrontation. In recent months, the U.S. has taken an increasingly aggressive stance towards the People’s Republic of China. 

The United States ultimately aims to eradicate all of China’s socialist roots and return the country to a neocolonial vassal status. We seek to convey to the working people of the United States that they have nothing to fear from China’s modernization or the Chinese people’s determination to overcome a century of colonial humiliation. 

We also insist that the U.S. stop its threats against the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. We support the Korean people’s genuine desire to rid their country of imperialist domination, including the 37,000 U.S. troops who have been stationed in their country since the Korean War. The DPRK has the absolute right to protect its sovereignty and social system. 

The U.S. is also using “weapons of mass destruction” as a pretext to intervene in Iran. Iran, like the DPRK and other oppressed countries, has the right to defend itself from imperialist aggression.

It is the height of irony that the greatest weapons proliferator is none other than U.S. imperialism. The U.S. military budget and arsenal dwarf the rest of the world’s countries put together. And the U.S. government is responsible for over one half of the $168 billion of weapons sold on the international arms market.

The assault on people’s rights is not limited to workers and oppressed people living outside the United States. In the U.S., the government is engaged in a war against the working class. It is attacking civil rights and liberties, cutting back needed social programs, attacking labor and attempting to privatize Social Security. 

The Party for Socialism and Liberation has been involved in the still relatively small but very significant and militant fight back from sectors of the labor movement. We consistently seek to show the connection between the war abroad and the war at home. We participate in and provide leadership to these struggles to the maximum degree possible.

Conclusion

As revolutionaries, our unity is important. Among all of the parties and organizations here, there are things that will divide us: different origins of our parties, different views on historical figures or events. But we can have rock solid unity based on these anti-imperialist and internationalist principles.

(1) Uncompromising opposition to all forms of imperialist occupation and domination.

(2) Unconditional support for the right of oppressed nations to self-determination.

(3) The right of all oppressed and occupied people to resist by whatever means they choose.

(4) Opposition to imperialism as a global system and all of its tactics—not just the tactics of war and intervention.

(5) Exposing the class character of imperialism as a means of breaking the working class away from patriotism and national chauvinism, and building working class solidarity on an international basis.

We propose that these are some of the important elements that should be used by communists and revolutionary Marxists who are fighting for socialism in their respective countries.
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