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Dear Comrades,

I deliver my warmest greetings to you and the Worker’s Party of Belgium on behalf of the Communist Party of Turkey.

Our contribution to the 14th International Communist Seminar will be on the membership of Turkey in the European Union, one of the main political issues today in Turkey, and even in Europe.

The prominence of the EU membership problem for the Turkish and Kurdish peoples does not have a short past. On the contrary, the issue has been dominating Turkish politics for ten years, if not more. What is new is that currently, the process has reached a critical point for the country’s future. Simultaneously, the negotiations have started to invoke significant social reactions and dynamics, from which either the communist movement, or fascist or Islamic forces may greatly benefit.

The final outcome of the process for the TKP will be partially determined by success of new instruments created to interfere in the abovementioned social dynamics. But above all, the consistency and revolutionary perspective of the political line will matter. The policy of the TKP against the EU, specifically, the opposition against Turkey’s membership, is fundamentally based on the objective of gaining political power. We strongly hold that the interests of socialist revolution both within the country and in Europe necessitate a comprehensive radical opposition against the EU, and the Union’s policy of enlargement. 


Here, I will seek to explain the political grounds for this position, and furthermore, describe the current policies implemented by the TKP in its struggle against the EU. 

I do not want to list the obvious political and economic dangers the relationship between Turkey and the EU brings about. You all know quite well how the EU is promoting the free market economy, what their intensions to use the Turkish armed forces in the EU Army means, how the establishment of the political structure described in the EU constitution may complicate matters for the working class dramatically. But in addition to this sort of direct economic and political jeopardy, I want to draw your attention to the indirect but equally severe effects of Turkey’s relationship with the EU. 

One is the paralysing illusion created by the Turkish bourgeoisie in the minds of significant numbers of workers, that membership will bring about economic prosperity. This is as bad a lie as religious salvation, and it carries no difference from divine promises in its effect in pacifying class struggle. 

A second problem has been the identification of the demand for political change with the EU membership process by different sectors of the society. On the one hand, we find leftist intellectuals or trade-unionists expecting to see the EU solve the main problems of Turkish “bourgeois democracy”. In other sections of the society, political intervention from the EU gives rise to the idea that the struggle for political change is in fact a foreign dictate, an external interference, which serves to consolidate conservative positions. 

The most important example of this effect concerns the Kurdish issue. The EU is overtly using the question as a means to pressure the current capitalist establishment for more compromise, economic or political. No one can claim that EU policy-makers are concerned with the Kurds with sincere intentions, or that the EU programme for the Kurdish issue is a just and comprehensive strategy to establish equality between the peoples. But there is more to it. 

Now, a significant portion of the Turkish population is more prepared to believe that demands for the rights of the Kurdish people are fabricated, contrived by imperialist powers to weaken the country. This is what the Turkish state had been claiming for tens of years. In short, the liberal involvement of the EU in the Kurdish issue is mainly benefiting Turkish nationalists!

We can also mention the harm brought upon the Kurdish movement itself. Its leaders now expect an EU dictated solution to the Kurdish problem more than ever, and rather than seeking to organise a common struggle with the Turkish working class.

We should point out that a socialist revolutionary perspective is not required to be able to make these observation and anticipations on the EU-Turkey relationship. It is only due to the fact that joining the EU is the one and only strategy of the Turkish bourgeoisie that we find only the communists as sincere opponents of EU membership.

However, our opposition against the EU has a much more fundamental basis than the arguments described. That is our thesis that the fragility of the Turkish capitalist system, its limited political and economical capabilities and the strong potential of the labour class movement, render socialist revolution in Turkey a real, current option. 

In this respect, what may be the possible effects of strengthening of ties between the EU and Turkey on the opportunities of socialist revolution?

Firstly, I should remind you the abovementioned political and ideological impacts of the membership process on the working class, which carry the potential of either pacifying the movement or triggering nationalistic reactions. 

Secondly, the membership process establishes international collaboration between bourgeoisies of European countries at a higher level. Such collaboration may severely complicate the act of gaining power for communists. One dramatic example is that now, especially under the proposed Constitution, international military interventions in popular uprisings gain legal basis. 

Thirdly, it is simple fact that achieving power in a country that is more dependent, less industrialised, and less able to sustain itself economically, will put before us a harder task during socialist construction.

These three reasons should be sufficient to describe the threat on socialist revolution in Turkey posed by the EU. However, it is not hard to anticipate similar impacts of the EU in all European countries, especially those which have been part of the recent expansion process. Increased and overt international cooperation between the bourgeoisies is an overt jeopardy. Enhanced regional differences hold the potential to provoke nationalistic movements. On top of all, if the EU manages to achieve its current objectives of expansion, this will only mean that it will have a larger imperialist role. This is currently a big menace, especially because the EU is not attracting the widespread objection US policies draw today, even in the eyes of leftist groups and intellectuals.

The sympathy the EU has hitherto enjoyed arises solely from the legacy of the European working class movement and progressive forces. It is indeed ironical to observe that the EU project has as its primary aim the extermination of this legacy. We will not be exaggerating to assert that the continent is again faced with the threat of being converted into a centre of international reaction unless we are able to interfere.

Now, I will try to give a brief account of the means of our struggle against the EU and how much we have progressed in this issue.

The positions of different classes and strata towards the EU differ considerably: All bourgeois subjects fiercely defend the necessity of membership; as we had already mentioned, this is due to their inability to develop an alternative strategy for themselves. Support for the EU from the middle classes is also considerable, a natural consequence of the current absence of strong working class movement. 

As for the working class itself: Until recently, hopes for a comfortable life, a better future attainable by joining the EU were quite high and common. However, these hopes were mixed with equally strong suspicion about the motives of the EU. But since the EU decision to initiate negotiations was made in December 2004, these hopes started to decline, to be replaced by open questioning and opposition. This was the change we had been anticipating. 

If the EU and the Turkish bourgeoisie continue the current economic program, we know that this discontent will grow even deeper, both among workers and other sectors of the society, such as the peasants. In fact, as long as we consistently resist it, the EU membership process is promising us novel opportunities.

The opportunity of organising the discontent among the people is strengthened and widened by a second effect. That is the tensions the membership process creates within the Turkish ruling structure, which are not far from political crisis today.

The TKP has been making these predictions since a number of years. As the membership process accelerated towards the end of 2004, we created a new instrument, the Patriotic Initiatives and their Front, as a means of organising resistance against the membership process, as well as opposition against US policies. The Patriotic Front has organised rapidly throughout the country; and today, as the mood about the EU is changing, it has started to strongly irritate the Turkish bourgeoisie. 

The Front, although the name may imply otherwise, is not supposed to be an alliance between different classes, not even different political forces. It is an alliance between the unorganised patriotic dynamics in the country and the communist movement. It is an alliance that does not conceal its class character; on the contrary, we speak of “working class patriotism.” 

If these spontaneous dynamics are not intervened by our side, if they are not bestowed an anti-imperialist character, it will not be surprising to watch them nourish fascist or fundamentalist movements. Thus, the Patriotic Front is today also our strongest instrument in our fight against racism. The Front denounces nationalism and discrimination against the Kurdish people, and it organises Turkish and Kurdish workers together. 

Our last word will be on international cooperation. We attribute utmost importance to joint  activities serving common, solid political interests. The joint statement issued by the Communist Party of Greece and TKP against the membership of Turkey in 2004 and the 4th European Communist Youth Meeting have been two such recent examples the TKP has organised, as well as the Anti-NATO meeting convened during the NATO 2004 Summit in Istanbul. 

We believe that joint activities on this issue, as well as anti-imperialism in general, will both serve to inform our working classes and consolidate brotherhood between our peoples. We have to counter the cooperation the bourgeois classes are striving to intensify, with the cooperation between our movements. And we have to establish our cooperation independent of any platform connected with capitalist institutions, including the EU.

Comrades, it is high time for counter-attack!
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