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Some questions regarding the fight against EU.

Kommunistiska Partiet

Sweden

The neo-liberal shift of system in Sweden goes hand in hand with the adjustment to the European Union, that was started already in the 1980´s and since accelerated 1995 with the membership. 

Concerning tactical issues, like the tactics in the election for the EU- parliament, communists and the left must define the tasks based on their specific conditions in their home countries.  

We do not disagree with other parties in Europe use the parliamentary election as a platform in the fight against the EU, even though we, from our analysis of the specific situation in Sweden, make another decision for ourselves. We will come back to this. 

Regarding the principal view on the EU, communists must adhere to marxism - leninism.

The EU is an agreement between European capitalists about how they together shall fight the workers movement and socialism in Europe and about how they together shall participate in the competition on the world capitalist market and in the imperialist exploitation of the poor countries, just as Lenin foresaw in his famous article “ On the slogan United Nations of Europe”.  EU is thoroughly reactionary and can be nothing but reactionary, as the EU is a coalition of the imperialist monopoly capitalism in Europe. In Sweden it is the most proamerican forces that also is most jubilant towards the EU. With the membership in to the EU the American influence over Swedish politics has increased. Before the Swedish entry in EU Sweden sometimes voted together with third world countries f.i. in the UN , but since the entry in to the EU Sweden always sided with the imperialist world against the aspirations of third world countries. The entry in to the EU was a strategic decision by the bourgeoisie  to undermine the Swedish neutrality.   

From this basic analysis we say that it is false, and dishonest towards the working class, to picture the EU as a progressive opportunity if only EU is reformed in some aspects.

A revolutionary position must do the opposite: put the dissolvement of the EU as the common task for the workers of Europe.

Ever since Sweden joined the EU in 1995, after a very narrow victory in favour of the EU in the referendum the year before, the popular forces have gathered around the demand “Sweden out of the EU ” . It is a demand whish today garters a broad majority of the working class and whish now is the main political dilemma to the ruling bourgeoisie. Despite the fact that Sweden has been a member of the EU in more than ten years, the bourgeoisie has not managed to get the people of Sweden to accept the membership. Quite the opposite. The people of Sweden wants to get out of EU. That view was strongly manifested during the EU summit meeting in Gothenburg 2001, when 16 000 people demonstrated under the banner Sweden out of the EU. This was the biggest demonstration against the EU ever to take place within the union ( with our party as one main organisers). It was also manifested with even greater weight by the victory of the no-side in the referendum concerning Swedish membership in the European Monetary Union, the greatest defeat for the Swedish bourgeoisie for many, many years. 

We do not claim leaving the EU as a general line for the communists and the left in the EU; national conditions are, as said, different. But we do claim that communists in all EU countries must agree that the mutual goal in the struggle against the EU is that EU shall be dissolved, crushed, upon which the national momentum should not be underestimated: “the EU chain is never stronger than it´s weakest link”. From such a joint basic position one can discuss different options of action. But not from the Social democratic point of view that an agreement between various imperialist monopolist capitals eventually can be transformed into something completely different, a community of the people. 

We wish to underline, that in Sweden the demand to leave the EU is a widely supported popular demand. It garters, as said, a majority of the working class, but also big groups from other strata’s of the population. The demand also has a political dimension. It constitutes a no to the neo -liberal right wing politics, constitutionalised  by law in the EU. It is also a democratic one. The people of Sweden demands the right to decide its own interests, and does not want Sweden to be governed from Brussels. 

As communists we know that the bourgeois democracy is limited, that it is merely a form of bourgeois class supremacy. Nevertheless the bourgeois democracy is necessary to defend, as it constitutes the best state form for the struggle of the working class. On this the Communist Party claims national independence as a precondition for bourgeois democracy and we reject all ideas about “the death of the nations” as an expression of the attempts of the imperialist bourgeoisie to limit the democratic rights and the possibilities of the working class by annulling national sovereignty.

Democracy can not be defended by making the EU more democratic; that is an illusion, but by returning the rights of decision to the national parliaments of the member nations. That doesn’t mean we oppose a European co-operation in questions where such co-operation is necessary, but we claim that the co-operation must take place on the basis of national independence. This view is no less important to small EU countries, today subject to the dictate of the dominant European nations, and incredibly important to small, poor EU countries, which within the EU runs the risk of finding themselves in purely neo-colonial situations.

With Stalin’s words at the nineteenth congress of the CPSU, we claim that it is today the task of the communists to take the flag of the national sovereignty and democracy and bring it forward, because the bourgeoisie has abandoned it, of which the EU is a living example. 

This is the basic position towards the EU. We have for many years taken a hard political and ideological fight with political forces that deny the importance of the national sovereignty in the struggle of the working class and instead commit themselves to illusions about the EU as a “internationalistic  possibility”. 

Regarding the EU parliamentary elections we respect that different parties make different judgements of the appropriate tactical approach. But we also ask for respect for our point of view.

In Sweden the EU parliamentary elections is seen as a part of the unwanted membership of the EU and the great majority of the Swedish people has therefore chosen to boycott those elections, not out of ignorance, but as a conscious political action: I refuse to be a monkey in the fake democracy that is the EU”:

Participation in Swedish national elections are by tradition very high, over 80 %. In referendums it is normally slightly lower, but in the one regarding the Monetary Union in 2003 over 80% participated( out of which 56% voted NO). The Swedish people is not politically ignorant. But in the three EU parliamentary elections we have had so far participation has been extremely low, 42% 1995, 39% 1999 and in 2004 less than 38%. Or to put it correctly : 58, 61 and more than 62 % of voters respectively chose to boycott elections for the European Union’s so called parliament, most of them as a conscious action. Among blue collar workers, 80 % boycotted the elections in 1999 and 2004.

This boycott is one part of the political crisis of the Swedish bourgeoisie, it doesn’t manage to get the Swedish people to accept the EU membership. We dare say that the boycott of the EU parliamentary elections contributed to unifying the Swedish people in the resistance against the EU as such. It was consequently an important reason to the peoples´no in the EMU referendum 2003, even though almost the entire political and economic establishment advocated a yes-vote. The boycott of the parliamentary elections has thereby contributed to the most important victory that the Swedish working class and the Swedish people have won in years.

The communist Party has made this popular position its own, meaning we have actively campaigned for the boycott in the EU parliamentary elections and have paved a not insignificant  role in making the boycott so successful. This is a judgement based upon Swedish conditions and we do claim it is the only one appropriate under prevailing conditions. But we do not demand that comrades in other countries come to the same conclusion. The communists in EU member states must make that decision based on the conditions in respective countries. 

To avoid misunderstandings we wish to clarify the following. The Communist Party participates in political elections in Sweden and have seats in some local parliaments. We see the parliamentary arena as a necessary part of political activities of the working class.  In this we completely share Lenin’s critical remarks on the left-communists. But we mean that it is a different matter with the EU parliament. This so called parliament is not a parliament in the proper sense of the word, since it is not a legislative body. Instead the EU parliament is created to give the undemocratic EU a democratic façade. The important decisions are made elsewhere, in the palaces of bureaucracy in Brussels, out of reach for democratic influence. 

To boycott the EU parliamentary elections is in our point of view progressive and revolutionary; it is to refuse to participate in an election only held to give the EU an air of democratic influence; it is to expose that the EU is the monopoly capitalist dictatorship that it really is. That small countries do not have any say in the EU – parliament is after over ten years of membership part of common knowledge in Sweden and something taken for certain by Swedish workers. No worker in our country sees any possibility to influence his situation through the parliament and most regards those who claims otherwise, as fakes. Regardless of what parties the EU parliamentarians come from, they are by the working class seen as part of the political crisis of the bourgeoisie and the bourgeoisie and the entire political establishment have therefore made it their business to rise the level of participation in the elections. As long as a majority of the voters boycott this election the bourgeoisie cannot say they have the people behind them in EU politics; as long as the majority boycott it, the deep gap houses a great revolutionary potential and the task for the communists is to try to widen it, not to bridge it. 

We have had the EU issue as a main issue for the Swedish working class ever since 1990. In the election about EMU the establishment was shaken. We do not overestimate it: we are fully aware that the distance between the electoral procedure to open class struggle is long. But in the electoral loss of the Swedish EU – establishment   we in certain areas played a not insignificant role in that that we persistently and stubbornly pursed a clear class line.   
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