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I. Nature of World War II concerning Japan

(1) Aggravation of the basic contradictions of the world which led to World War II

World War II was imposed by imperialism at a time of aggravation of the basic contradictions of the world, which were the contradiction between the oppressed nations and imperialism, the contradiction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, the contradiction between socialism and imperialism, and the contradictions among imperialist powers.

As far as Japan was concerned, Word War II involved three different types of wars: the war of aggression enforced by Japanese imperialism on the Chinese and other Asian peoples who countered it with their national liberation war including the Chinese people's war of resistance; the war of counterrevolution and revolution between Japanese imperialism and the socialist Soviet Union; and the scrambling war of Japanese

imperialism against other imperialist powers for repartition of colonies, mainly against U.S. imperialism for the Chinese market.

The principal factors in the defeat of Japanese imperialism were the Chinese people's prolonged national liberation revolutionary war which was a major component part of the anti-fascist world war and the main force in the war of resistance against Japan, and the wars and struggles of the socialist Soviet Union, nations in Asia and peoples in the world.

The struggle and resistance of the Japanese people had also a great effect on Japan's defeat. Internationally, the Japanese-German-Italian fascist axis was defeated by the proletariat and the oppressed nations and peoples in the world with the socialist Soviet Union at the head.

(2) Strategy of U.S. imperialism

U.S. imperialism had a counterrevolutionary strategy to utilize the conditions of the anti-fascist world war and dominate the world by robbing it of its victory. It was from the very beginning of the war also in Asia that the U.S. aimed to usurp Japan's leading position and reign over the nations and peoples in this region. There has been an impression that it was the U.S. that defeated Japan and the Pacific was the main battlefield. That was made deliberately by the U.S. for its strategic purpose of occupying Japan exclusively after the war.

Japan and the U.S. entered into the war mainly over the Chinese market. China was the main battlefield since Japan started its invasion against it on a large scale in 1931. That did not change even after the outbreak of the Japan-U.S. war. Japan deployed its main military force, about 1,000,000 strong, to the Chinese front. China (excluding Taiwan and

Manchuria) had more than 10,000,000 people killed in 14 years under the Japanese imperialist aggression while the U.S. lost only 30,000 soldiers in its war with Japan. It was the Chinese people who fought with the main force of the Japanese army and made the biggest sacrifices. 

Japanese imperialism had been beaten by the Chinese people's war of resistance before it lost the battles in the Pacific with the U.S.

The U.S. had started to work out the so-called "War Plan Orange,"a plan for war with Japan, already in 1906, 35 years before the war began. Thomas E. Dewey, one of the planners, noted: "Although America advocates peace, our people will rise with anger and endure a war for what they believe is just if their country, particularly Hawaii is attacked by other nations. Then our people will begin a fierce counterattack thanks to their industrial might, take back the lost territory and command of the sea in the Western Pacific, destroy Japan's military and economic might and force it to surrender unconditionally."

Lenin wrote in 1920: "War is brewing between them (Japan and America). (...) This rivalry arises incontestably from the relation between their capitalisms. A vast literature exists on the future Japanese-American war. It is beyond doubt that war is brewing, that it is inevitable. (...) Japan has seized China, which has a population of four hundred million and the richest coal reserves in the world. How can this plum be kept? It is absurd to think that a stronger capitalism will not deprive a weaker capitalism of the latter's spoils. Can the Americans remain indifferent under such circumstances?" (Speech delivered at a meeting

of activists of the Moscow organizations of the Russian Communist Party [Bolsheviks], December 6, 1920)

The Japanese-American war began as an imperialist war on the both sides. But U.S. imperialism pretended that its war with Japan was a just war for defending democracy against fascism. The then U.S. Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson wrote only 10 days before the attack on Pearl Harbor: "Diplomatic negotiations with Japan appear to be terminated. If Japan's hostile action can not be avoided, America should not commit the first overt act. (...) There is risk when we let Japan fire the first shot.

But we desire that America let Japan do that and everybody know without doubt who is aggressor in order to have the full support of the American people." He directed his men to let the Japan's surprise attack occur first.

(3) Objectives of U.S. occupation of Japan

At a time when it became clear that Japanese imperialism would soon be defeated because of the Chinese people's national liberation war of resistance, as well as the participation of the socialist Soviet Union in the war and the struggles of nations in Asia and peoples in the world, U.S. imperialism aimed at profiting from that at as little sacrifice as possible. It occupied exclusively Japan for the purpose of oppressing the Japanese people not to rise in revolution, overthrow the absolutist Emperor system and take the power in its hands, usurping the power of the absolutist Emperor system to be a new ruler of Japan, and using this as a foothold of aggression in Asia. Atomic bombing on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, battle on Okinawa island and large-scale air raids on major cities ミ all these served that purpose. They were never intended to "end the war, liberate Japan from militarism and bring peace and democracy."

The U.S. had formulated and developed an occupation program called "Japan Plan" by June 1942, only half a year after the outbreak of the war. The plan included a suggestion that the Japanese Emperor be used as a peace symbol. Fumimaro Konoe, Japanユs ex-premier, wrote in a letter of counsel he submitted to the Emperor: "The American and British opinion is not in favor of the change of the fundamental character of our state. The most deplorable matter is the possibility of a communist revolution which might happen with our defeat in the war."

When its defeat became unavoidable, Japanese imperialism was afraid most of all that the Japanese people would rise in revolution and take the power from its hands. On one hand, it preached that all the Japanese should repent of and atone for their participation in the criminal war and described as if the ruling classes and the people should take the same responsibility. Using such a deceptive method, it tried to oppress the people. On the other hand, it prepared actively its surrender to U.S. imperialism and tried to neutralize the Japanese people's strength to fight the U.S. occupation and domination. It aimed to prevent the people uprising by surrendering itself to U.S. imperialism and keep its own ruling position. In order to attain these aims, the Japanese ruling classes sold out all the national interests including the lives and property of the Japanese people to the U.S. This way, they changed from the extreme bourgeois nationalists and chauvinists into the most

anti-national and servile defeatists.

The then leadership of the Communist Party of Japan defined and supported U.S. imperialism as a "liberation force." It was a fundamental error in the strategic line of the Japanese revolution.

(4) A lesson of the national liberation war of resistance against Japan and the Chinese revolution guided by the Communist Party of China 

One of the most important lessons drawn from the victory of the national liberation war of resistance against Japan and the Chinese revolution was that the Communist Party of China which guided them utilized the contradictions among imperialist powers and the conditions of the Japanese-American war, but had no illusions about imperialism in general and U.S. imperialism in particular, did not side with and support any of the imperialist blocs as a "liberator" and held on to the revolutionary line of the proletariat.

II. Tasks of Our Struggle against Imperialist War in Japan

In order to develop the struggle against imperialist war in Japan, it is important to carry out the following tasks:

To have a clear recognition of U.S. imperialism by revealing the class nature of World War II concerning Japan and by exposing the objectives of its postwar occupation and the actual conditions of its domination of Japan on the basis of the fundamental contradictions of the world and the experiences of the Japanese people.

To disclose the actual danger of imperialist war including nuclear war and to clarify the growth of people's anti-U.S. patriotic consciousness against that situation.

To lay down a clear line of the struggle against imperialist war. We must abide by the strategy of revolution, oppose modern revisionism and follow the mass line by establishing the thought of serving the people. 

To stand to proletarian internationalism.

(1) Assessment of U.S. imperialism

The assessment of U.S. imperialism was not clear in the Japanese people's postwar movement. There was a view that U.S. imperialism would have held the most important position in defeating Japanese-German-Italian fascism, particularly Japanese imperialism as Japan was occupied by the U.S. There was also a view that U.S. had been a part of the anti-fascist united front and had played a central role in the anti-fascist war.

This matter involves the root cause of the gross error that the Communist Party of Japan committed after the war by defining U.S. imperialism as a "liberation force." It also involves the question of when, whence and why modern revisionism sprang up and spread in Japan and in the world and the fierce struggle between Marxism-Leninism and modern revisionism in the international communist movement. To have a correct recognition of the matter is deeply connected to the elucidation of the present relations between the allies and the enemies in Japan as well as the nature of the U.S. imperialist domination of Japan.

Can U.S. imperialism be included in the camp of the anti-fascist world war? It did not liberate peoples from fascism, but only aimed to put its aggression in place of the Japanese-German-Italian one. If the contradictions among imperialist powers are misunderstood and some of them are included in the anti-fascist camp, they are considered to be "liberators," or "peaceful," "progressive" and "democratic"

imperialist powers.

It is not simply because of stupidity of some individuals that U.S. imperialism has been regarded as a "liberation force" and this assessment has continued in different forms. Such a recognition has been a product of the modern revisionist views on the contradictions which led to and ran through World War II. The modern revisionist views are

characterized by the opportunist attitude toward imperialism and particularly by embellishment, compromise and capitulation in relation to U.S. imperialism.

(2) Lessons of the people's movement from the August 6th struggle in

1950 to the struggle against the "Japan-U.S. Security Treaty" in 1960

The Japanese people's movement in the postwar period was developed into a colossal political struggle and had international influence when it squarely exposed U.S. imperialism. The typical examples were the movement to ban the atomic and hydrogen bombs which began in 1950 and the struggle against the "Japan-U.S. Security Treaty" in 1960. However, the labor and popular movement has declined and collapsed later

on as it has been pervaded by the tendencies to be satisfied within the framework of the U.S. colonial rule.

(3) Danger of imperialist war and growth of people's anti-U.S. patriotic consciousness

A new "Joint Declaration on Japan-U.S. Security" is now in course of preparation. It means a drastic revision for the worse of the "Japan-U.S. Security Treaty." U.S. imperialism which has been driven into a corner by the resistance of the Iraqi people and the world-wide growing anti-U.S. and anti-war struggle wants to make Japan support it in all fields ミ military, political, economic, cultural, educational and ideological, and mobilize this junior partner for its global war of aggression. For its part, the Japanese anti-national monopoly capital volunteers to be in the same boat with the U.S. The new "Joint Declaration on Japan-U.S. Security" will serve the U.S. and Japanese monopolies as their future general line.

This line is already being put into practice as, for example, takeover of Japanese companies by the U.S. monopoly capital according to the policy of deregulation and structural reforms under the name of globalization. It is also being followed in the policy of concentrating U.S. military bases and headquarters on Japan in order to strengthen the

U.S. military rule and turn Japan into a foothold for the U.S. global war and in the policy of dragging out the Japan's Self-Defense Forces (SDF) into wars on "terror" and "tyranny." In carrying out these policies, the Japanese ruling classes aim to include the SDF's overseas operations into its primary tasks on one hand and prepare for nuclear

wars by using the Japanese territory as a base for the Missile Defense Program on the other hand. They also putting a great deal of effort into revision of the war-renouncing article of the Constitution, embellishment of the U.S. in the educational and cultural fields,

advocacy of colonial decadent ideology and chauvinistic propaganda against Korea and China.

It is a very urgent and important task for us to smash the scheme for a new "Joint Declaration on Japan-U.S. Security" and develop a substantial people's movement over such main issues as abrogation of the "Japan-U.S. Security Treaty," removal of the U.S. military bases from Japan and opposition to nuclear war. The ideological key question

in carrying out that task is the summation of 60 years of our postwar society and particularly the assessment of World War II concerning Japan. From this point of view, it is worth mentioning that a veil of deceit made from the stereotyped assessment and false views which have been formulated by imperialism and modern revisionism and have served them in oppressing ideologically the Japanese people's struggle against

U.S. imperialism and Japanese monopoly bourgeoisie is now being lifted as the movement to ban nuclear weapons is developing and the masses have stronger anti-U.S. patriotic sentiments and increasingly feel the necessity to assess the postwar society.

In the last five years, the atomic bomb exhibition has been held in thousands of places all over Japan, using the panels of "Atomic Bombs and Poems of Sankichi Toge ミ An Appeal of All Voices from under the Atomic Cloud." Based on the experiences of the atomic bomb survivors and the historical truth, the exhibition reveals the crimes that U.S

imperialism committed by throwing atomic bombs, the cruelest weapons of mass slaughter in the history of mankind, on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Hurried by the entry of the Soviet Union in the war against Japan, U.S. 

imperialism massacred hundreds of thousands of innocent citizens in order to occupy Japan exclusively although Japan's defeat was quite obvious. The exhibition exposes the false and deceptive assertion that the atomic bombs were unavoidably dropped for the purpose of ending the imprudent war of the Japanese military and bringing peace.

Survivors of the Okinawa battle have experiences that overlap those of atomic bomb survivors. They speak how U.S. imperialism committed an indiscriminate mass slaughter on their island too and how they have been humiliated under the U.S. administration after the war. U.S. imperialism bombarded the island by warships so hard that even the landform changed, killed one fourth of the whole population or 200,000 people including

Japanese soldiers and occupied the island, not for the purpose of ending the war, but for the purpose of taking the island by force and building there huge military bases for further aggression in Asia. The revealed truth brings to light the false assessment of the Okinawa battle. "The Japanese army perpetrated wrongs on the islanders. It forced them even

to commit mass suicide. But the U.S. military helped them." This is a part of the wrong views on the battle which have been propagated by the U.S. and the fake peace forces in Japan pretending to "progressive."

The U.S. burned down and destroyed the major cities in Japan by carpet bombing. It turned Tokyo into a blazing inferno and killed 100,000 citizens. But it did not drop even a single bomb on the Imperial Palace. It is exposed that also these air raids like atomic bombing had the purpose of giving the impression that Japan was defeated by the U.S.,

exhausting the Japanese people so much so that they could not resist U.S. imperialism and Japanese ruling classes and paving the way for the surrender of the ruling classes with the Emperor at the head to the U.S. and for the U.S. exclusive occupation of Japan.

Not only atomic bomb survivors but also those who have experienced the Okinawa battle and large-scale air raids do not really feel that the U.S. occupation troops are "liberators." They all assert with one voice that such a mass slaughter was not needed to end the war. The historical truth shows that Japan was not "liberated" but invaded by

the U.S., the Japanese ruling classes prolonged the war and sacrificed millions of people just to surrender to the U.S. and survive and U.S. imperialism and Japanese ruling classes reigned over the Japanese people by using the Emperor system after having massacred and exhausted them.

(4) Line of the struggle against imperialist war

The Communist Party of Japan had a basically correct program of revolution before the end of World War II. Guided by the program, the Party fought heroically in the van of the people in defiance of the brutal oppression of the absolutist Emperor system. We must inherit and develop these revolutionary traditions.

But on the other hand, the Party failed to link itself with the broad masses, suffered grave setbacks under the enemy's oppression and could not lead the people's masses and fulfill its tasks at the time most decisive for the Japanese revolution.

After the war, the Party committed a gross error in its fundamental strategy by defining U.S. imperialism which invaded Japan as a "liberation force."

We must draw lessons from these serious experiences.

First, as already mentioned above, we must have a clear recognition of imperialism, particularly U.S. imperialism.

Secondly, we must develop the struggle against imperialist war in accordance with the strategy of revolution. We must fight against the modern revisionist line of "peace and democracy" which opposes peace (as much as the enemy allows) to war and hold on to the strategic viewpoint of revolution which requires us to overthrow by revolution imperialism that is the root cause of war.

Thirdly, we must establish the thought of serving the people and follow the mass line. This is one of the very important positive lessons of the work of the Communist Party of China, which mobilized hundreds of millions of people, expelled all the imperialist forces from the country and won the revolution.

(5) Proletarian internationalism

We must stand to proletarian internationalism. It means that we contribute toward strengthening the international anti-U.S. united front and play a part of the struggle of the international proletariat and oppressed peoples against imperialist war and for socialism and national liberation through our struggle in Japan. At the same time, we must keep

high the spirit of self-reliance, that is, the determination to carry out revolution in Japan in reliance mainly on the strength of the Japanese proletariat and people, by fighting resolutely the tendency to depend on any foreign prestige with no responsibility to the Japanese people and no trust in their strength. 
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