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Dear comrades, thanks to the Parti du Travail de Belgique for organizing these International Communist Seminars, and to all the participants.

We are facing an unprecedented military and economical offensive by US imperialism, whose aim is to keep control of both energy sources and their routes, mainly oil and pipelines, gaining from raising oil price and crippling economic competitors. To this end, US government launches pre-emptive and endless war, on the base of their own suspicion, now in Afghanistan and Iraq, in the future against every country that may threaten their hegemony.

At the same time US monopoly capital moves industrial production towards countries with low labour costs.

European Union, on the contrary, is dependent from raw materials and energy sources from abroad, and in attempt to compete cuts expenses in social welfare (pensions, housing, transport, health, education), sells out services to the private, shuts down industry spreading unemployment and precarious work, and attacks workers’ rights, first of all the right to strike.

Regions that were economically advanced and had strong working movements, like Lombardy, are quickly declining. Even the middle class is struck by the crisis.

Technological revolution is changing social relations and the working processes, the fall of the Soviet Union and the spreading of globalization changed international situation; we can no more examine present developments with the visions of twentieth century.

A single country cannot face the present challenges, US superpower tries to shatter European Union and Russia.

We need unity among communists, especially in Europe. We need to build alliances with all the social forces in struggle against imperialism, war, monopoly. We must defend our industries in each European country and in Europe as a whole, with public investment for technological innovation controlled by vigilant pressure by the people. We must keep our social rights and occupation of our workers. We must throw out US and NATO military bases and change European foreign policy in full respect of the other countries, especially developing countries. We must create a political alternative for the future, workers and people want an answer to their problems now.

Thank you.

