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Dear comrades

This contribution will concentrate on the theme ”joint action”

I have had a hard time writing this contribution. In my country – Denmark – there have been some attempts of joint actions between some of the communist parties. I had worked hard for this, and I had great hopes. Therefore I was very dissapointed, when it ended up in practically nothing. I was afraid that this dissapointment should influence this contribution too much, but anyway: this is the result.

Solidarity with the socialist countries: In my party we are about to join this concept. There has been controversies about the subject due to the bourgeois ideological pressure to condemn countries that are not democratic in the imperialistic, marketeconomy sense. And this definition rules automatically out any socialist country. We have always supported Cuba, but to support North Corea has been hard for many. To the issue of solidarity with the socialist countries is linked the issue of determine, which countries are socialist and escpecially: what sort of country is China? In my party this discussion has just started, and it is important because it is linked to the national discussion about the kind of socialism we are advocating.

Other independent or antiimperialist countries: We have to be much more aware of this issue, because every such country is being pressed and bullied – if not invaded - to accept neoliberalism. Not only the WTO, the World Bank and institutions like that are on this line, but also the UN to a great extend. We have to look very carefully into the work of the UN and its subcommittees to see, if there is anything left in support of independent countries or sustainable development. The same goes for our national ‘help’ to the developing countries. I think, that these days it might be better for the developing countries not to accept any help from us due to the conditions, that is linked to this help. 

The international labour movement: I agree, that the labour movement has to be able to act internationally as does capitalism and transnationals corporations. But I am very suspicious, when the claim for internationalism is brought forward in a form, as if the national labour movement is of no use and outdated and should be substituted with an international movement. I know, that this is probably not the purpose, but I see a tendency, that it might be the result. As communists we have always been able to be national and international at the same time, and I think we have a job to make sure, that it stays that way.

National movements: In Denmark there is a number of movements such as peacemovement and social forum movement. But they haven’t managed to grow to be an important factor in society. One of the reasons is, that the communists in Denmark do not agree about the way to act in these movements. And the other parties and organizations in the movements can’t or won’t make them grow. They try to make the movements acceptable for part of the establishment such as the social democrats. In that way the movements are supporting the existing conditions instead of opposing them, and this has a demobilizing effect on the activists and people in general. I think we have to be more clear and consequent and revolutionary and thereby offering people a real alternative – not as an ultimatum, but as a possibility, when anything else fails. Which it does all the time.

The communist parties: As mentioned earlier there has been some attempts at joint action in Denmark, but there has also been a lot of obstacles. As anoying as this is, the main thing is, that for the first time ever or at least for the first time in many years, some of the communist parties in Denmark are actually talking to each other, and two of them – not our party – have been or are negotiating about merging into one party. In this process they have had a number of joint actions. The negative side of this process is that for almost two years there have been no other joint actions. And the remaining communist parties and communists were excluded from the process and the joint actions. Right now the situation is floating, and from our party the hope is, that the process soon will include all communist parties and all communists. It is no problem, that some parties have a closer cooperation, but we see it as a big problem, that the other parties are excluded from the process. Or more precisely: that the merging process has the effect, that all other forms of cooperation and joint actions are being put on hold.

Fundamentalism is the main problem: The main problem for the communist movement is the remaining fundamentalism, which is a negative part of our legacy. Fundamentalism is the idea, that there is one truth beyond time and place, and that some chosen one or ones have access to this truth. Any party or partymember who oppose this truth is an enemy or a spy and consequently has to change her mind or to be excluded. We have to make clear, that among communists and in communist parties we don’t find out or have access to the truth. We make analysis, we make assessments, we read, we discuss and finally we make a decision. A decision. This decision might be right, it might be wrong or anything else. This is to be seen. We have no way to decide in beforehand, what is the right decision. We have each our knowledge and our experiences, and from there we make the best decision, we can think of. And then practice will show, how useful the decision was. Therefore we can’t in beforehand exclude the comrades, who have another opinion and support another decision with the argument, that they are wrong. We don’t know that. 

Of course we can conclude in some situations, that we don’t want to spent more time lissen to one or more comrades, and we can decide, that we don’t think, their opinions will lead nowhere positive. And we can exclude them, if they take too much time. But in that case we take responsibility for our actions. If we exclude them, because they are wrong, we act accordingly to the truth that we don’t know, and the responsibility is placed at the excluded. Like the US, when placing responsibility for the war against Iraq at Saddam Hussein. This is called “blame the victim”, and it is very popular in international politics. 

Disagreement is the natural thing: There is and always will be disagreements among people and communists. That is why we have politics and parties and party-members. If there was but one truth, and if all knew this truth, we wouldn’t have any of these things – and we would certainly not have international seminars. 

We disagree, because we are different creatures and we have different experiencies. We come from different places, different kinds of societies, different kinds of families, we have different languages, differents ages and so on. 

We can’t get rid of disagreements unless we stop to be different persons, and it has never been a goal for communists, that we should all be alike. The trick is not to agree, the trick is to be able to handle disagreements in a positive way. And it starts by accepting the fact, that none of us has a patent of knowing the truth. Personally, I don’t think, it exists.

The use of differencies: It is like other parts of nature. The use of differencies is, that we can cope with all kinds of situations and solve all kinds of problems. There will always be some persons, who can see another way out. If we exclude them, they won’t be there, when we need them. And then differencies are exiting and beautiful.

Joint actions and unity among communists: I think, that those seminars have had a great importance in the process of creating unity without excluding people or parties. And maybe time has come to take some steps further in making it more organized. But it also has to be done carefully. The legacy, I mentioned before, is scary, and it is important to avoid another form of organization or center, which is believed to know the truth and with power to exclude all disbelievers. Maybe some sort of voluntarity could be the way to start. That joint actions is suggested and planned, but taking part is voluntary to every party. 

Last, but not least I will mention an example of joint action between communist parties, even if it has not been planned: The referendums about the EU-constitution: Not many years ago, the communist parties in Denmark were pretty much alone in their resistance to the EU and the EU-membership of their country. Now most or at least a lot of the European communist parties oppose the EU, the EU-politics and the EU-constitution. And look: We are going to win the referendums. I am convinced, that this is to a great extend a result of the efforts of the communist parties. So – we are back as an important trend in European politics. Let us take it from there.

Birgit Unnerup

PAGE  
1

